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California High-Speed Rail Authority
770 L Street, Suite 620 M5-1
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Comments on the Central Valley Wye Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS
Dear High-Speed Rail Authority:

The City is concerned that the City's preferred alternative Wye configuration is not the one
identified by CHSRA as the Draft SEIR's preferred alternative. The “Avenue 21 and Road 11"
alignment, south of SR 152, is the only alternative that does not rupture our City. We request that
this alternative be analyzed as previously requested, and that it proceed as the preferred Wye
project alignment.

City residents, councilmembers and staff understand local conditions, the needs of the people
living here, our preferred travel routes, economic drivers, and those things that improve or
detract our aesthetic values and quality of life. The Avenue 21 and Road 11 project alignment will
cause the least damage to the City's land uses, utilities, growth plans and prosperity. CHSRA
must recognize that it has previously committed, per the Settlement Agreement signed by
CHSRA on January 24, 2014, that it would not select a route that would enter the City. Failure of
CHSRA to abide by the settlement, to move forward with a different alignment such as the one
now presented in the Draft SEIR, will be a breach of the adjudged settlement.

The City also reminds the CHSRA, per our letter request last week to extend the public review
period, that 45 days is not enough time for staff and decision-makers of a small City, or for
anyone, to read and comment on an assessment of a project of this scale and lasting consequences.
If the Draft SEIR. was only a CEQA EIR it would not be enough time. CH5RA has published a
combined CEQA/NEPA document, and CHSRA staff states that the NEPA portions are likely
irrelevant due to federal non-involvement. As a dual CEQA /NEPA EIR/EIS, it is not reasonable
to expect reviewers to ferret out what is germane only to CEQA and to commenters’ area of
concern from among what is embedded within many hundreds of pages.

Given that the SR 152 and Road 11 alignment is at this time identified as preferred by CHSRA,

below is a summary of those areas we find the Draft SEIR as not having been adequately
addressed.

130 5 Second Street, Chowchilla, CA 93610
Telephone: (559) 665-8615  Fax: (559) 665-7418  www cityofchowchilla org
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Impact Avoidance and Minimization Features (LAMFs)

1. Impact analyses assume implementation of [AMFs and therefore does not disclose
environmental impacts that would occur if the JAMFs are not implemented. Lotus vs.
Caltrans (2014) directs that when a project incorporates measures to avoid or reduce
environmental effects, an EIR must evaluate and disclose the effects in the absence of those
measures. This is particularly relevant to the DSEIR in that the [AMFs do not provide
sufficient commitments, detail, or performance standards to ensure they would
adequately reduce potential impacts, yet the DSEIR. assumes they would be adequate and
therefore fails to disclose impacts that would occur if the [AMFs are not more clearly
defines and fully implemented.

Mitigation Measures - General Comments
2. Mitigation Measures are brief phrases and do not provide substantive detail of
implementation requirements or performance standards.

3. The DSEIR is unclear with regard to how the mitigation measures adopted for the 2012
Merced- Fresno segment relate to the mitigation measures identified in the Central Valley
WryeEIR.

Transportation
4. Existing road network access will be closed, and that traffic will be funneled to fewer
access points, with increased and unanticipated loading at those points, with need for
additional ROW acquisition, road widening, signalization, etc. CHSRA should fully
analyze the increased volumes at the remaining roads, and provide appropriate design
Sufficient funds should be provided by CHSRA for City staff involvement supporting the
project.

5. The project, both during construction and long-term, will reduce the mumber of existing
accessways into and out of the City's urban core, will restrict traffic flows, and cause
increased response times for emergency responders. Slower response times will increase
the potential for fatalities and loss of property. Slower calculated response times will
erode the City's Insurance Service Office (I50) rating, driving up municipal corporation
costs and reducing the City’s attractiveness to future developers and investors. This is
not adequately addressed in the Draft SEIR.

6. The project will result in redirected traffic flows to Robertson Blvd and SR 99. The effects
on this interchange should be analyzed further, with mitigation to increase Robertson
Blvd to at least 4 lanes with adequate pedestrian access as well. The increased traffic will
also require Robertson Blvd to be signalized on both sides of SR 99.

7. Mitigation for impacts to local agency transportation infrastructure due to construction
activities (i.e. detour and haul routes).

8. Amnalysis of proposed SR 132 at-grade crossings for City roads with respect to the General
Plan Circulation Element, and Freeway agreements with Caltrans for SR 152
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9. Identify specific phasing for construction of segments/intersections to minimize
and/or grade separation structure construction; and avoid starting construction without
having all ROW and/or Utility clearance issues resolved to minimize potential for
construction delays once started.

10. The City should be provided the oppm‘lumty to review and approve/concur with
construction impact analyses, mitigation req ts, facility design, and construction
mutmungostRﬂelabedcmshuchmmrm&uchmufthmdsmduﬂlﬂ
infrastructure, and be subject to Chowrchilla Department of Public Works encroachment
permits. CHSRA and all of its contractors should be required to fully comply with
conditions of local agency permits and this provision should be included in any contracts
CHSRA enters into with any contractor who is designing/constructing HS5R-related
facilities. If not in existing contracts for facilities in Chowchilla, the provision should be
added.

11. As part of the project construction and the significant impacts of permanent road closures
resulting from HSR facilities, there should be designed and constructed a full access
interchange at SR 152 and SR 99 providing full access in all directions.

12. Road closures and route modifications analysis consider “representative” roadway
segments, but should evaluate ALL affected routes, including Avenue 25 which is a main
agricultural thoroughfare into the City.

13. Establish mechanism to minimize construction-related traffic effects (detours, closures)
through construction scheduling and phasing; and review and approval of construction
traffic management plans by affected local agencies.

14. Establish mechanism to ensure construction contractors are accountable to HSRA and to
the City for adherence to construction/traffic management plans and mitigation
requirements.

15. With visibility toward, and access into, Chowchilla and the industrial park from SR 152
substantially diminished, traffic eastbound on SR 152 that presently cannot transition to
northbound SR 99, must be afforded the opportunity to access the City before being
shunted southbound on SR 99. CHSRA should provide for reconstruction of SR 99/5R
152 interchange that includes northbound /southbound on- and off-ramps.

16. Minimize permanent local road and crossings closures, and accommodate increased
traffic on roads/ crossing that will remain.

17. Restore and improve existing local roads to mitigate construction impacts and to
accommodate increased use due to closure of other roads.

18. The SEIR has not addressed the impacts of construction material hauling and other
construction upon rural City roads. Many existing roads are in poor condition and the
addition of material hauling vehicles and other construction equipment may significantly
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deteriorate or destroy them. The City's entire road network must be upgraded to handle
the increase in material hauling,.

Air Quality and Climate Change
19. Particulate matter generated by trains moving at 220 MPH needs to be discussed and
appropriately mitigated. Road cls and very large overcrossings in industrial areas.
These large overcrossings and raised track will have impacts upon climatic conditions
(temperature and wind patterns). Mitigation measures should be coordinated with local
landowners and City officials, with delineation of specific areas that will be impacted and

20. The document does not appear to sufficiently evaluate health effects of criteria air
pollutants as required per Sierra Club vs. Fresno County (CA Supreme Court, 2018).

2. Appendix C12-3 (Children Health Risk) oversimplifies project benefits without
discussion of air quality impacts at specific locations due to road system modifications.

22. Ensure that the HSR does not adversely affect the region’s ability to comply with Federal
Clean Air Act “Transportation Conformity” requirements.

Noise and Vibration

23. Effects of decelerating and accelerating trains on the south and west sides of Chowchilla
have not been fully addressed. It is noted that the CHSRA will work with affected
commumities to develop performance criteria for noise mitigation and to also develop
design guidelines. Such efforts may be helpful after the fact, but push off formulating
mitigation to a future unknown time, and additionally impose such mitigation on the City
and its residents rather than on the source of the noise and vibration — the HSR Wye
project. This must be resolved to the satisfaction of the commmmity prior to certifying the
Final EIR.

24. The long-term effects of vibration and electrolysis to pipelines and agricultural and
mumicipal wells needs to be addressed and disclosed, and adequately mitigated. There
will be a problem for those impacted landowners to acquire operational financing to deal
with the long-terms effect once H5R is ongping and effects become apparent.

Environmental Justice
25. The Wye project imposes an enormously negative and disproportionate degree of impact
on the City of Chowchilla, its commmunity and its people. Chowchilla is in the center of the
State’s largest economically disadvantaged region, the Southern San Joaquin Valley.
Chowrchilla has a high minority demographic, a low median household income, and
among the highest unemployment rates in the State - twice the State and national
averages — and is deemed a “Very High Unemployment Area.” No other commmunity in
the State will have HSR track and trains wrapping it on two sides. No other commmanity
will be enclosed in such a manner. HSR, while positive for many people of the State in
many ways, is not a benefit to Chowchilla, but intensely damaging to our infrastructure,
our safety, our plans, our future. Whether running, east-west or north-south, every train
will pass through our City, and pass it by. There will be no station here, but there will be
the constant drone of engines winding-down and spooling-up, and the hum of steel
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wheels on rail, decelerating and accelerating around the mere intersection of a massive
rail project that Chowchilla will become, carrying riders who can afford it, between the
great population centers of California. The long-term economic impact on Chowchilla is
unimaginable, and certainly the Draft SEIR has made little effort to assess it. The City
requests that as a matter of mitigation and of justice, the future Heavy Maintenance
Facility (HMF) be located in Madera County, consistent with the City's previous requests
and resolutions, that is proximate to the Wye and which corresponds to the area of
greatest impact, to assist in partially off-setting this impact by providing some measure of

Public Utilities, Services, Safety and Energy

26. The City of Chowchilla wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) is nearing capacity, and the
General Plan calls for a second WWTP to be constructed west of the City along the north
side of SR 152. The City is presently cooperating with the California Water Resources
Control Board request that the City provide wastewater treatment to the Commmnity of
Fairmead, which at present is at risk of cont ting, the ground supply. The new
trunk line from Fairmead will absorb a substantial portion of the City's remaining
site as designated on the GP. In addition to conflicting with the adopted General Plan, the
City would not expect to find an alternative WWTP site easily, nor to acquire it withouta
fight given that all other possible locations are presently designated and zomed for
income-producing uses. The City will need CHSRA to acquire and construct the new
WWTP in a suitable location.

27. The Fairmead sewer trunk line will be constructed along the east side of SR99 from the
Commmnity of Fairmead north to Avenue 24. If construction of the HSR line precedes
construction on the Fairmead sewer line, a sleeve beneath the HSR line will need to be
provided for the sewer line, since we expect that CHSRA will not allow excavation
beneath the rail line. A second sleeve will also be needed in the event of failure of the
sewer line at or near the rail line.

28. Permanent restricted access along the south side of the City caused by the alignment's
raised berm and permanent closures of existing roads will diminish the visibility to, and
attractiveness of, the City's industrial park to i tors and stagnate development of
needed infrastructure that would otherwise be built out by developers. ROW acquisiti
water and sewer trunk lines, and streets, consistent with the City's accepted Industrial
Park Specific Plan, should be funded by CHSRA.

29. In the event of an emergency related to HSR, the Chowchilla Fire and Police Departments
will provide rescue, extraction, and fire suppression services inside and outside the City.
The Chowrchilla Fire Department does not own apparatus capable of reaching elevated
track and cars in an emergency. A ladder truck will be needed. If HSR, the only bullet
train in the country, should become a target of terrorism, Chowchilla Police will respond,
will plan for such an event, and must be adequately provisioned to do so. This scenario
remains to be addressed. Assurances must be given to the City now that the resources to
meet its emergency response obligations to come to the assistance of CHSRA passengers
and property will be in place.
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30. There is currently one fire station in Chowchilla, located north of the downtown core. A
fire station is plarmed for the Industrial Park and will be needed south of Berenda Slough
within Planming SubArea 8 (Chowchilla General Plan). This fire station will be needed
with development of the HSR line in order to achieve timely response to emergencies on
or near the HSR and should be funded by CHSRA. CHSRA should ensure that this safety
need will not be left unmet, that it will be fully accounted for through an agreement with

31. The City's drainage master plan and the Chowchilla General Plan call for regional
drainage basins to collect stormwater. Chowchilla is in a low-lying area with active
flowing, sloughs inside the City that pose flood hazards. The loss of open and available
lands along the south and west sides of the city that would be suitable for such basins
should be compensated by CHSRA with acquisition and construction of appropriately
located and sized basins.

32. The Draft SEIR acknowledges impacts to surface hydrology and to the 100-year
floodplain. The Wye configuration, with rail on raised berm along the south and west
sides of the Gity, may have the effect of acting as a dam in the event of flooding from
upslope - east and northeast- along the two sloughs. This potential safety issue should be
addressed.

Aesthetics/Visual
33. The Draft SEIR description diminishes the level of visual impact by stating that the
CHSRA's preferred Wye alignment isn't as bad as one of the other alignment options that
Chowrchilla doesn't want. This isn't a finding that Chowchilla finds comfort in. The
proposed elevated rail alignment along the north side of SR 152 will have aesthetic and
economic impacts on Chowchilla that need further attention than is provided for in the
Draft SEIR. Views of Chowchilla from SR 152 will literally be blocked by the elevated
berm and rail line, which will suppress interest, commerce and development in
Chowrchilla. The City's urban core and treeline, and the new industrial park, will no
longer be visible from SR 132, which will effectively truncate the City's potential for

3. Provide high quality, high visibility signage at Chowchilla's “Gateways,” which are those
roads that will not be y closed — Robertson Blvd at SR152 and Road 16 at
SR132, as well as Avene 24 at SR99, to include arches reminiscent of the City's historical
entry arch, with City approval of final design and funding by H5R.

3. It canbeexpected that there will be physical deterioration of areas underneath elevated
. ys and alongside at-grade track, including vandalism, graffiti, and blighting.
'Iherex:rmstbe specific programs identified for easements and parks, with architecturally
attractive features built into the rail infrastructure, with maintenance and operations to be
the responsibility of the CHSRA, and park and ride lots identified with maintenance to be
the responsibility of the CHSRA.
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36. The loss of our way of life, the loss of generational legacy, and deterioration of commmmity
cohesiveness — all must be recognized, assessed and quantified as much as possible, and
mitigated. The Draft SEIR. does not presently address this.

Biological Resources
37. Ensure that funding or direct habitat conservation provisions are provided by HSRA for
any future roadway or other public facilities that may need to be constructed or
reconstructed by a public agency as a result of the HSR.

Cumnulative Projects Analysis
38. Table 2-2 should include Chowchilla’s Sessions Tentative Subdivision Map, 200 SFR lots
that was approved in April 2019. The Fox Hills Commmmity Plan in Merced County is no
longer a factor, it has been abandoned for ten years. This may also be the case for the

Alternatives Evaluation
39. The City requests CHSRA return to the Ave 21 & Road 11 alignment option, and select
this as the preferred, and environmentally superior, project alternative.

40. Alternatives identification ckay for developing the preferred alternative/proposed
project; however, the DSEIR does not comply with CEQA requirement to consider
alternatives that would reduce impacts of the proposed project. Alternatives that would
avoid or reduce significant impacts of the proposed project are not identified or evaluated
in compliance with CEQA. The alternatives evaluation process described in the DSEIR
describes the method for selecting, the preferred alternative/proposed project; however,
CEQA identification and evaluation of alternatives to the proposed project that would
avoid or reduce significant environmental effects of the proposed project. The CEQA
alternatives analysis, therefore, must be done after the proposed project is identified and
not as part of the process of selecting the proposed project.

Land Use
41. The HSR will effectively box the city into a triangle with State-owned linear infrastructure,
a containment not addressed by the City's General Plan. We will need help from the State
to ensure that Chowchilla is not cut-off from our agricultural economy, commerce, and
our neighboring commumnities.

42, The CHSRA should provide funding to the City to update the General Flan and the
Industrial Specific Plan, the water, sewer, and drainage master plans, and other local
planning documents as necessary due to HSR's impacts on existing and planned land
uses, effects on land use compatibility, parcel acquisition and division, effects on the
established commmunity, and effects on transportation system (existing and planned roads
and bike / pedestrian facilities).

43. Fairmead Elementary School will be displaced, and it remains unclear how this will be
sufficiently mitigated.

44. The Draft SEIR greatly underestimates the CHSRA's preferred alignment’s effects on land
use. The assessment does not account for our Industrial Park, which we have invested in
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47.

49.

5l

it. The rail alignment will cause valuable industrial land to be lost from the south end of
the City's industrial park. To offset this, the CHSRA should relocate the Chowchilla
Municipal Airport to a suitable site west of the Gity, allowing the existing airport site to
become available for industrial development. Once the HSR is being constructed and in-
place, it will be extremely unlikely that LAFCo will allow the City any annexations beyond
the rail line, as it will be seen as the most significant “natural boundary.” The City will be
effectively contained by the HSR. and not allowed to grow south or west. There will be no
new replacement area for the industrial land lost to the HSR. Locating the Airport beyond
the HSR line, will free-up the present airport site for the lost industrial land and will

The SEIR states that there will be no impact on future development of recreational trail
corridors. Chowchilla has planned for a broad bike trail and pedestrian path along the
south side of Berenda Slough within the Industrial Park, the Berenda Slough Trail, with a
-foot native landscaped corridor, to connect with the City’s Bikeway System. This will
not be built if the Industrial Park is not built, and the HSR Wye alignment within the
Industrial Park will likely kill investor-developer interest here.

Provide compensation, as well as work force training, for economic and commommity
effects of HSR in the City.

Provide compensation for loss of property tax revenue from properties acquired for HSR
facilities or otherwise affected by HSR (e.g., payments in lieu of taxes).

Select the Heavy Maintenance Facility (HMF), and light maintenance and ROW, in
Madera County, consistent with those lutions previously provided to CHSRA, to help
offset the economic and commmmity impacts of rending Chowchilla.

With the junction of the San Jose-Merced and Merced-Fresno segments inside Chowchilla
city limits, it is reasonable to expect that the HMF facility would be located, and should
be located, in Madera County near the Wye. Locating the Wye in Chowchilla results in
miles needed to accommodate the Wye intersection of the San Jose-Merced and Merced-
Fresno segments. Locating, the HMF in Madera County would provide revenues/jobs and
would contribute to offsetting adverse effects of the Wye.

The Authority should coordinate with the City and Madera County agencies for selection
of an HMF site for the proposed project and development and operation of an HMF on
the selected site should be evaluated as a comyp t of the project.

The HSR Wye project will have the cunlative effect of exacerbating the existing delays
and disruptions to Downtown caused by the atgrade SP Rail Road, which include
disrupted vehicle traffic flows, diminished economic access, lessening of aesthetic values,
and reduced private development and sales tax revenue for public frontage
improvements. The Draft SEIR should do more to quantify and address this loss, and to

provide mitigation.
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Socioeconomics
52. The loss of property values within the commumity will be substantial. The rail alignment
along SR 152 will impact the existing land uses, and those uses for which the parcels are
zoned and upon which the City has heavily invested for its future. The rail project has the
potential to further divide the City, and to make development costs prohibitive in the
industrial area. We ask that these very real impacts be identified and that appropriate
mitigation provided in the Final SEIR.

Agriculture
53. Provide compensation for reduced jobs and income associated with permanent loss of
agricultural land and productivity.

5. Assessed valuation decreases- Ag land being displaced for the rail will cause decrease in
value. There will be reduced ability to issue bonds, and reduced property tax for
operations. Property tax in-lieu should be provided to the Gity.

Groundwater

55. The Draft SEIR states there will be no impacts to groundwater. The City has no surface
water source and relies on groundwater. The City may in the future be required to find
new well sites outside the urban boundary and south and west of the proposed Wye rail
alignments. We expect that the CHSRA will not allow excavation or horizontal drilling
beneath the rail line if water trunk lines are needed. Multiple sleeves should be installed
beneath the rail line during construction at various locations to allow for future nmmicipal
water lines. Alternatively, the CHSRA should participate in the cost of developing a
surface water alternative for the City.

56. Access groundwater and recharge to preserve groundwater rights on lands acquired by
SRA and/ or segmented by HSR facilities.

57. Provide a mechanism to ensure that groundwater rights associated with acquired
properties are sufficient for retaining local access to gr dwater and aquifer for regional
water supply and groundwater recharge needs.

Schools

58. The Draft SEIR has identified EJ['MM#l as a mitigation measure to minimize
environmental justice impacts associated with the construction of the three alternatives
involving SR-152. EJ-MM#1 states the Authority would pursue the purchase of Fairmead
Elementary School ("Fairmead Elementary”) from the Elementary District, only after
Fairmead Elementary is closed and a new school is built in Chowchilla. EJ-MM#1 further
states that after such purchase, the Authority would transfer the school site to the County

of Madera ("County") for operation and maintenance as a community center for the
residents of Fairmead. EJ-MM#1 is inadequate for the reasons stated below. CEQA
requires that "[m]itigati es must be fully enforceable through permit conditions,
agreements, or other legally-binding instruments.” (Cal. Code Regs., tit 14, §
15126.4(a)(2).) The purpose of this requirement is to ensure that feasible mitigation
measures will actually be implemented as a condition of development, and not merely
dopted and then disregarded. (Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations v. City of Los
Angeles (2000) 83 Cal. App.4th 1252, 1261.) EJ-MM#1 is insufficient because it lacks a
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legally binding commitment for its implementation. EJ-MM#1 simply indicates that the
Authority will "pursuc” the purchase of Fairmead Elementary from the Elementary
District. Of course, "pursuc” does not equal "purchase,” and thus, the measure does not
constitute a "fully enforceable” commitment. Similarly, E[-MM#1 states that the Authority
would "coordinate” with the County for identification of long-term funding mechanisms
for the operation, maintenance, and insurance of the ity center. Again, this
"coordination” does not constitute an enforceable commitment. EJ-MM#1 lacks sufficient
detail to support a finding that such measures "have been req d in, or incorporated into,
the project” as required by Public Resources Code section 21081(a)(1). The Authority must
reach a binding agreement with the Elementary District for the purchase of the Fairmead
Elementary site prior to approving this EIR.

59. The Authority has identified various sociceconomic impacts to commmnity cohesion
resulting from construction activities themselves on any of the three SR-152 alternatives.
For example, the Authority notes that construction activities would "introduce a visible
and functional barrier that could deter neighbors from interacting, participating in
commmumnity activities, and supporting each other, and could result in a perception by area
residents that they have been separate from their ity." (pg. 3-32.) Additionally,
the SR-152 alternatives would create a permanent linear feature that would divide the
northern and southern portions of the commmumity, so that the residential northern part of
the community would be separated from both residents and ity facilities located
south of Avenue 23. (pg. 3-33.) The appropriate remedy is to come to an agreement with
the Elementary District prior 0 adoption of the EIR that ensures E]-MM#1 can be
implemented in a timely manner.

60. The California Education Code limits the amount of general obligation bonds that
elementary school districts may sell during any fiscal year to 1.25% of the total taxable
property within the school district. (Ed. Code, §15102 and 15268.) Thus, a school district's
bonding capacity is directly tied to the total assessed value of property within its
boundaries. Th Authority recognizes that the project would result in the acquisition and
displacement of residents, which would remove some private property from the local
property tax rolls and reduce the local property tax revenues available to school districts.
(See Impact S5O #11.) However, the EIR fails to address how the net reduction in the
mumber of taxable properties within the Elementary District will also adversely impact
the Elementary District's future bonding capacity, and thus the Flementary District's
ability to maintain and construct school facilities for children in the commmumnity. The
Authority should consider and address the level of significance of the adverse impact to
the Elementary District’s bonding capacity.

The Final SEIR needs to recognize these impacts, the mitigation recommended here, and provide
for ongoing dialogue and agreements to address them before the Final SEIR is certified.
Additional comments on Chowrchilla's behalf are provided in the Wye Madera County Task Force
comment letter, and are incorporated here by reference.

The City of Chowchilla City Council and citizens of Chowchilla thank you for considering the
City of Chowchilla, County of Madera, as a potential home for the HSR heavy maintenance and
storage facility. The City of Chowchilla will continue to work collectively with the CHSRA and
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Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority
Page 11 of 11

June 20, 2019

the State of California on the HSR route alignment that is supported by the local residents and by
the previously approved Resolution Nos. 27-10, 81-15, and 25-16. It is imperative that suitable
mitigation measures be provided to off-set impacts to the City of Chowchilla. Thank you for your
awareness of the integral role our City plays in the success of HSR.

We sincerely appreciate your attention to our « tment to support the HMF site in Madera
County, consistent with previous requests, that aligns itself in close proximity to existing
transportation corridors, the rail alignment, and which continues to provide for the protection of
valuable agricultural and industrial land of Madera County and the City of Chowchilla.

__&-cr‘\r:. =

Rod C. Pruett, CPA

Interim City Administrator & Director of Finance
City of Chowchilla

Sincerely,

Attachment: Chowchilla City Council Resolution No. 25-16

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 247 (Desmond Johnston, QK, Inc. on behalf of the City of Chowchilla, June 21, 2019) -
Continued

247-238

COUNCIL RESOLUTION # 25-16

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHOWCHILLA,
CALIFORNIA, IN SUPPORT OF LOCATING THE CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL
HEAVY MAINTENANCE FACILITY IN MADERA COUNTY

WHEREAS, the City of Chowchilla joins the County of Madera and the City of
Madera in support of locating the California High Speed Rail Maintenance Facility in
Madera County; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Madera is in the center of the State and represents
the backbone of the California High Speed Rail project, bearing the placement of the
wye and the most track miles of any county in the initial operating segment; and,

WHEREAS, the stated policy goal of the California High Speed Rail Authority
(CHSRA) is to provide benefit to those communities who are accommodating the
system and Madera County is the only County who has yet to be designated any facility
in the system; and,

WHEREAS, locating the Heavy Maintenance Facility (HMF) in Madera County
would serve as a much needed stimulus to the struggling local economy and create an
estimated 20,000 jobs for the next five years. create approximately 1,500 permanent
jobs when the facility is completed, generate additional property taxes for the County,
and would provide the most measurable economic benefit to offset the loss of important
agricultural land and employment opportunities; and,

WHEREAS, a HMF placed in Madera County would serve the labor markets of
the largest labor forces in the San Joaquin Valley including Fresno, Madera, Merced,
and Stanislaus Counties, making Madera County the only regional site under
consideration and providing the CHSRA with the largest number of local employees to
staff the HMF; and,

WHEREAS, The City remains consistent with Chowchilla City Council Resolution
#81-15.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Chowchilla
hereby finds and determines the following:

1. The City Council of the City of Chowchilla joins Madera County and the City of
Madera in support of the location of the HMF for the California High Speed Rail
System within the County of Madera.

2. The City Council of the City of Chowchilla respectfully request the CHSRA
mandate that a site in Madera County, whether existing or an altemnative, that
meets the criteria as described in the technical memoranda developed by the
CHSRA, meets the delivery schedule, and is cost competitive, be given priority
and placed in Madera County.

3. The City Council directs that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the
CHSRA for consideration when evaluating the alternatives for the HMF.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Chowchilla this 23rd day of
February, 2016 by the following vote to wit:

AYES: 5 — Walker, Chavez, Gaumnitz, Haworth, Ahmed
NOES: 0
ABSENT: 0
ABSTAIN: ©
APPROVED:, -

E»/ ek

Waseem Ahmed, Mayor

“‘McClendon, CMC
City Clerk
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21, 2019)

247174

Following completion of the 2012 Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS, the Authornity and the
FRA engaged in extensive additional outreach and discussions on potential Central
Valley Wye alternatives. These discussions included the City of Chowchilla. As
explained in section 2.1.2.2, the Authority issued a Supplemental Alternatives Analysis
Report in 2013 that preliminarily considered 14 alternatives, as shown on Figure 2-3,
including an Avenue 21 to Road 11 alignment, and presented that information to the
Authority Board. Based on the information in that report, four alternatives were carried
forward for consideration and detailed study in the Supplemental EIR/EIS. Avenue 21 to
Road 11 was not one of the four carmried forward due to higher aquatics, agricultural, and
biological resources impacts than the altemnatives carried forward for study.

The Authority did include in this Supplemental EIR/EIS the Avenue 21 to Road 13
alternative.

Additional supporting detail on the screening of alternatives is included in the July 2013
Supplemental Checkpoint B Summary Report for the Authority’s screening analysis of
the Avenue 21 to Road 11 Wye Alignment.

247-175

The Authority acknowledges the City’s preference for an Avenue 21 to Road 11
altemnative. The Authority also acknowledges its Settlement Agreement with the City of
Chowchilla, but respectfully disagrees with City’s depiction of the terms of that
Agreement. The Authonity is in compliance with the terms of the Settlement Agreement.
The Authority has and will continue to consider in good faith the City’s concemns
regarding the Central Valley Wye alternatives.

August 2020

247-176

The comment pertains to the initial circulation of the document pursuant to CEQA. The
public review period extended for 48 days, from May 3, 2019, until June 20, 2019. The
Authority declined to extend the comment period but engaged in an ongoing dialogue
with the City of Chowchilla subsequent to the close of the CEQA comment period to
review in depth the City’s concems.

In addition, the document was circulated for NEPA review on September 13, 2019, for a
45-day comment period ending on October 28, 2019.

The City submitted a similar comment letter during the NEPA review period, which is
included in this chapter as submission MF2-296.

247177

The comment addresses developed IAMFs and suggests the Supplemental EIR/EIS
does not provide adequate analysis, citing a CEQA case.

As stated in Section 2.2 .37, Impact Avoidance and Minimization Features, in Chapter 2,
Altematives and in Appendix 2-B, the Authority has IAMFs for the HSR statewide
project. These are applicable to the Central Valley Wye alternatives.

IAMFs are standard practices, actions, and design features that the Authority has
incorporated into the Central Valley Wye alternatives. IAMFs were developed at a
statewide level to ensure better consistency across all project sections, reflecting
uniformity in the commitment of the Authority to ensure environmental effects can be
avoided or minimized. In each analytical section of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the
IAMFs are considered as project features that would be uniformly applied.

The impacts of the altematives are identified with the IAMFs included, and the text
explains how the IAMFs function to avoid or minimize impacts. For CEQA, the analysis
describes whether the project, with incorporated IAMFs, is significant as measured
against specific thresholds of significance based on CEQA Appendix G. For impacts that
are significant, the analysis identifies mitigation measures. The analysis provides the
disclosure CEQA requires.

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 247 (Desmond Johnston, QK, Inc. on behalf of the City of Chowchilla, June

21, 2019) - Continued

247-178

The comment suggests the mitigation measures in the Supplemental EIR/EIS are
insufficiently detailed or lack performance standards. The commenter does not identify
any particular mitigation measures that it believes are inadequate. The Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS provides adequate detail on the nature of mitigation measures to
allow for the consideration of how such measures address identified environmental
effects. Refer to, for example, Mitigation Measure AG-MM##1, which provides extensive
detail and a performance standard.

247179

Section 3.1.2 explains how the Supplemental EIR/EIS differs from the Merced to Fresno
Final EIR/EIS. One such area involves mitigation measures. The text explains that most
of the mitigation measures in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS were included in the
Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS; however, in some cases measures were reworded or
combined for clarification. The text also explains that this document includes some new
mitigation measures. Appneix 3.1-C provides a crosswalk of Final EIR/EIS and
Supplemental EIR/EIS measures. Refer to CVY-Response-GENERAL-7, Relationship
Between the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS and Central Valley Wye Final
Supplemental EIR/EIS Documents for additional discussion of how the Supplemental
EIR/EIS relates to the 2012 Final EIR/EIS.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-180

The potential for changes in circulation from HSR closing roads, and increased traffic
volumes on remaining roads, is addressed in Section 3.2, Impact TR#9. As noted in the
discussion, affected roadways for each altemative are included in Appendix 3.2A.

Third party agreements are arranged with the Authority prior to construction and outline
the relationship between the Authority, the selected contractor, and local jurisdiction.
The agreements with local jurisdictions detail the submittal and review process for the
local jurisdiction. These agreements also include reviewing and approving actions by the
local jurisdiction for design plans, including detour routes and construction staging.
Similar third party agreements with local jurisdictions would be expected for construction
of the Central Valley Wye. The selected contractor for the Central Valley Wye would
comply with any executed third party agreements.

Permanent road closures would predominantly affect local roads. Some vehicles may
need to travel additional distances to reach roadway overpasses and underpasses over
HSR tracks located approximately every two miles along HSR alignment. It is estimated
that the Central Valley Wye alternatives would result in no more than one mile of out-of-
direction travel for vehicles to cross the HSR tracks. A simplified operational roadway
analysis was performed that was more suitable for low traffic volumes roadways. The
transportation impact analysis concluded that even with traffic rerouting due to local road
closures, rural roadways would continue to operate at acceptable traffic levels.

The Authority will continue to coordinate with the City during final design.
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247181

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS identifies permanent and temporary impacts on
circulation and emergency access routes within the transportation resource study area
(refer to pages 3.2-38 and 3.2-39 [Impacts TR#4 and TR#5]). Design of the Central
Valley Wye alternatives includes identifying when and where temporary construction-
period closures of traffic lanes would occur, along with detours, reductions in traffic lane
widths, reduced traffic speeds, and temporary on- and off-ramp closures. The duration
of these impacts could be several hours to months (in the case of lane-width
reductions). A more detailed discussion of potential temporary impacts on the response
time of emergency service providers is provided in Section 3.11, Impact SS#1,
Temporary Interference with Emergency Response Times.

Under TR-IAMF#2, a detailed CTP would be prepared and provided to emergency
responders during final design to allow adequate time for evaluating existing routes and
making necessary adjustments. For any of the Central Valley Wye alternatives,
temporary impacts under CEQA would be less than significant because adequate
emergency access would be in place. The final design would include effective measures
for maintaining adequate emergency access during construction (e.g., by providing
detour routes that allow 24-hour access for emergency vehicles). As set forth in TR-
IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed and implemented in close consultation with
affected jurisdictions, offering ample opportunity for local jurisdictions’ concerns to be
understood and incorporated.

Permanent impacts would include road closures that would affect emergency vehicle

access and response times, especially in rural areas of Madera and Merced Counties.
However, even in rural areas, the distances between overcrossings or undercrossings
along the HSR alignment would vary from fewer than 2 miles to approximately 5 miles.

A more detailed discussion of potential permanent impacts on the response time of
emergency service providers is provided in Section 3.11, Impact SS#2, Permanent
Interferences with Emergency Response Times. Permanent impacts under CEQA would
be less than significant under any of the alternatives because the ability of local
jurisdictions to maintain adequate emergency access would not be affected.
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247-182

Please refer to the discussion in Section 3.2 4 3, Methods for NEPA and CEQA Impact
Analysis. As stated in this section, a simplified traffic analysis was performed that was
suitable for the low traffic volumes on roads in the transportation resource study area.
Please also refer to the discussion of Impact TR#21 in Section 3.2, Transportation. In
this discussion, all proposed roadway closures were evaluated in determining future
conditions. All roadways evaluated would continue to operate at the highest possible
level of service (level of service A) and accordingly, no mitigation was indicated for any
of the Central Valley Wye Altemnatives. As such, the scenario described in the comment
is not borne out by the evidence resulting from the transportation analysis.

247-183

As required by TR-IAMF#2, during final design, the project contractor will prepare a
detailed CTP, which will describe protection for public roadways during construction;
sequencing construction operations, temporary closures, and detours; provisions for off-
street parking for constructionrelated vehicles as well as parking during special events;
maintenance of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access; and restrictions on construction
hours and truck routes. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed and
implemented in close consultation with affected junisdictions, offering ample opportunity
for local junsdictions’ concemns fo be understood and incorporated.

247-184

As stated on page 3.2-13, and in several of the impact discussions, the Authority will
coordinate with Caltrans and local jurisdictions during final design to ensure that
adequate circulation is provided on existing and new roadways and existing or new
freeway agreements are in place.

Moreover, it should be noted that none of the Central Valley Wye altematives include
“at-grade” crossings (in other words, a crossing that would be shared by trains and
motor vehicles). All Central Valley Wye alternatives would be fully grade-separated,
ensuring that no conflicts between trains and motor vehicles would occur.
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247-185

As required by TR-IAMF#2, during final design, the project contractor will prepare a
detailed CTP, which will describe sequencing construction operations, temporary
closures, and detours. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed in close
consultation with affected local jurisdictions.

Third party agreements are arranged with the Authority prior to construction and outline
the relationship between the Authority, the selected contractor, and local jurisdiction.
The third party agreements with local jurisdictions detail the submittal and review
process for the local jurisdiction. These agreements also include reviewing and
approving actions by the local jurisdiction for design plans, including detour routes and
construction staging. Similar third party agreements with local jurisdictions would be
expected for construction of the Central Valley Wye. The selected contractor for the
Central Valley Wye would comply with any executed third party agreements.

247-186

As stated on page 3.2-13, and in several impact discussions, the Authority will continue
to coordinate with local jurisdictions, including the Chowchilla Department of Public
Works, through final design. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed in
close consultation with affected local jurisdictions.

Third party agreements are arranged with the Authority prior to construction and outline
the relationship between the Authority, the selected contractor, and local jurisdiction.
The agreements with local jurisdictions detail the submittal and review process for the

local jurisdiction. These agreements also include reviewing and approving actions by the

local jurisdiction for design plans, including detour routes and construction staging.

Similar third party agreements with local jurisdictions would be expected for construction

of the Central Valley Wye. The selected contractor for the Central Valley Wye would
comply with any executed third party agreements.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-187

The analysis in the SEIR/EIS does not indicate significant traffic circulation impacts from
permanent road closures. The City of Chowhilla’s request for an interchange at SR 152
and SR 99 is noted. No such interchange is proposed as part of the CV Wye
alternatives.

247-188

Please refer to the discussion in Section 3.2 4 3, Methods for NEPA and CEQA Impact
Analysis. As stated in this section, a simplified traffic analysis was performed that was
suitable for the low traffic volumes on roads in the transportation resource study area.
Please also refer to the discussion of Impact TR#21 in Section 3.2, Transportation. In
this discussion, all proposed roadway closures were evaluated in determining future
conditions. Roadways evaluated for level of service impacts varied by altemative.
Avenue 25 was considered for the two Central Valley Wye Altematives involving Road
13 (SR 152 [North] to Road 13 and Avenue 21 to Road 13). As further shown in Section
3.2, all of the roadways evaluated would continue to operate at the highest possible
level of service (level of service A) and accordingly, no mitigation was indicated for any
of the Central Valley Wye Alternatives. Moreover, indicated in the Final Supplemental
EIR/EIS, all of the Central Valley Wye alternatives would reduce regional VMT.
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247-189

As required by TR-IAMF#2, during final design, the project contractor will prepare a
detailed CTP, which will describe protection of public roadways during construction;
sequencing construction operations, temporary closures, and detours; provisions for off-
street parking for constructionrelated vehicles as well as parking during special events;
maintenance of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access; and restrictions on construction
hours and truck routes. In addition, specific traffic control plans will be prepared during
each phase of construction. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed in
close consultation with affected local jurisdictions.

Third party agreements are arranged with the Authority prior to construction and outline
the relationship between the Authority, the selected contractor, and local jurisdiction.
The third party agreements with local jurisdictions detail the submittal and review
process for the local jurisdiction. These agreements also include reviewing and
approving actions by the local jurisdiction for design plans, including detour routes and
construction staging. Similar third party agreements with local jurisdictions would be
expected for construction of the Central Valley Wye. The selected contractor for the
Central Valley Wye would comply with any executed third party agreements.
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247-190

As required by TR-IAMF#2, during final design, the project contractor will prepare a
detailed CTP, which will describe protection of public roadways during construction;
sequencing of construction operations, temporary closures, and detours; provisions for
off-street parking for construction-related vehicles as well as parking during special
events; maintenance of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access; and restrictions on
construction hours and truck routes. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be
developed in close consultation with affected local jurisdictions.

Third party agreements are arranged with the Authority prior to construction and outline
the relationship between the Authority, the selected contractor, and local jurisdiction.
The third party agreements with local jurisdictions detail the submittal and review
process for the local jurisdiction. These agreements also include reviewing and
approving actions by the local junisdiction for design plans, including detour routes and
construction staging. Similar third party agreements with local jurisdictions would be
expected for construction of the Central Valley Wye. The selected contractor for the
Central Valley Wye would comply with any executed third party agreements.

247-191
The analysis in the SEIR/EIS does not indicate significant traffic circulation impacts from
permanent road closures. The City of Chowhilla’s request for an interchange at SR 152

and SR 99 is noted. No such interchange is proposed as part of the Central Valley Wye
alternatives.

247-192

Chapter 8 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS identifies the SR 152 (North) to Road 11
Wye Alternative as the Preferred Altemative. It has the second-lowest number of
permanent road closures (33 roads) and the lowest number of temporary road closures
(13 roads) compared with the Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye Alternative (30 permanent
road closures and 15 temporary road closures). The transportation impact analysis
reviewed both the temporary and permanent proposed roadway closures and
modifications, including grade separations, that would be caused by the Central Valley
Wye alternatives to determine possible traffic rerouting.
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247-193
As required by TR-IAMF#1 and TR-IAMF#2, the project contractor will protect public

roadways during construction and prepare a detailed CTP, which will describe protection

of public roadways during construction, including the need to upgrade roads to handle
the construction equipment and materials. Prior to construction, the contractor will
provide a photographic survey, documenting the condition of the public roadways that
would provide access to the project area for trucks. Following construction, the
contractor will be responsible for repairing structural damage to the roadways to retum
them to pre-construction condition or better. The contractor will be required to submit a
before-and-after road conditions report to the Authority for review. This will ensure that
the project will not result in deterioration on local streets and rural roads from use by
construction traffic. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed and
implemented in close consultation with affected jurisdictions, offering ample opportunity
for local junsdictions’ concerns to be understood and incorporated.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-194

The impact of construction vehicles using local roads for hauling and other purposes
was duly considered in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS.

The impact of construction vehicles on major roadways and truck routes is addressed in
Impact TR#3. Similar effects concemning rural roadways are addressed in Impact TR#8.

As required by TR-IAMF#1 and TR-IAMF#2, the project contractor will protect public
roadways during construction and prepare a detailed CTP, which will describe protection
of public roadways during construction, including the need to upgrade roads to handle
the construction equipment and matenials. Prior to construction, the contractor will
provide a photographic survey, documenting the condition of the public roadways that
would provide access to the project area for trucks. Following construction, the
contractor will be responsible for repairing structural damage to the roadways to retum
them to pre-construction condition or better. The contractor will be required to submit a
before-and-after road conditions report to the Authority for review. This will ensure that
the project will not result in deterioration on local streets and rural roads from use by
construction traffic. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed and
implemented in close consultation with affected junisdictions, offering ample opportunity
for local junsdictions’ concemns fo be understood and incorporated.

All construction-vehicle truck traffic, either for excavation or for transporting construction

materials to the site, would use the designated truck routes within each city and county
per TR-IAMF#T
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247-195

A detailed discussion of wind-induced dust related to HSR travel was provided in the
Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS on page 3.14-27, under the subheading Impact AG#T:
Wind-Induced Effects. As discussed therein, “.._.an HSR train traveling at 220 mph would
generate a wind gust up to 22 mph lasting less than 1 second at a distance of
approximately 10 feet from the train tracks. Wind speed is estimated at approximately 3
mph at the edge of the HSR right-of-way.” As stated on page 3.3-35 under the
subheading Meteorological Conditions, mean wind speeds in the project vicinity typically
range from 5 to 8 miles per hour. Given that train-induced wind speeds would be less
than the mean ambient wind speed at the edge of the HSR nght-of-way, impacts related
to train-induced fugitive dust generation would be less than significant.

Construction of new railroad and grade separation improvements would have no
material effect on local climate conditions.

247-196

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS discloses health effects associated with emissions of
criteria pollutants, consistent with Sierra Club v. County of Fresno (2018) 6 Cal 5th 502.
Section 3.3 4.3 explains the methods used to conduct localized impact analysis for
health impacts on sensitive receptors for construction activities, including construction of
the alignment and use of concrete batch plants.

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS expands on the analysis previously conducted in the
Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS by quantifying health risks associated with construction.
Refer to Impact AQ#6.

In addition, Sections 3.3.4.5, 3.3.5.1, and 3.3.6.3 have been revised to add further
discussion on health effects from air pollution with specific reference to Sierra Club v.
County of Fresno. The added text provides more information, but does not reveal new
impacts that were not already disclosed in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS.
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247197

An air toxics Health Risk Assessment (HRA) was prepared for this project, and is
discussed under subsection Impact AQ#6: Temporary Direct Impacts on Air Quality -
Localized Health Impacts, starting on page 3.3-34 in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. As
disclosed therein, impacts on human health would be less than significant.

Impacts on sensitive receptors related to project traffic volumes and roadway
reconfigurations were discussed under subsection Impact AQ#10: Confinuous
Permanent Direct Impacts on Air Quality - Localized Mobile Source Air Toxics on page
3.3-79, Impact AQ#11: Continuous Permanent Direct Impacts on Air Quality - Carbon
Monoxide on page 3.3-80, and Impact AQ#12: Continuous Permanent Direct Impacts on
Air Quality - Particulate Matter on page 3.3-80 in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. As
detailed therein, localized air quality impacts related to traffic volumes would be less
than significant.

247-198

The HSR project will not adversely affect the region’s ability to comply with the federal
Clean Air Act “Transportation Conformity” requirements.

The Authority has entered into an MOU with the SIVAPCD to offset all project
construction emissions to zero via SUIVAPCD’s Voluntary Emission Reduction
Agreement program. As such, project construction emissions would be “fully offset” to
“net zero” as defined in that agreement. A copy of this MOU has been included as an
attachment to this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS. Please also refer to Impact AQ #1, and
the discussion of General Conformity for the Merced to Fresno Project Section in
Appendix 3.3B.

With respect to long-term project operations, the proposed project would result in a net
reduction in all criteria pollutant emissions, as detailed in the Draft Supplemental
EIR/EIS in Table 3.3-19 on page 3.3-66. As such, the proposed project would not
impede the region’s ability to demonstrate conformity under the federal Clean Air Act.
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247-199

As stated in the FRA High Speed Ground Transportation Noise and Vibration
Assessment manual, a 15-percent change in train speed will produce an approximate 2-
decibel change in noise exposure (page 5-12). For every train that reduces its speed
going into the Central Valley Wye, there will be a train increasing its speed coming out of
the Central Valley Wye. When you average out these differences for the average day-
night noise level (Ldn) or equivalent noise level (Leq), the increases and decreases in
noise from acceleration and deceleration of individual trains cancel each other out and
are the same as train traveling at 150 miles per hour though the Central Valley Wye and
220 miles per hour approaching the Central Valley Wye. This is why train acceleration is
not addressed in the FRA manual for detailed analysis.

247-200

As explained in Section 3 .4, vibration impacts during operations would not occur outside
the HSR right-of-way. Because existing wells and pipelines are located outside of the
impact distance, long-term effects are not anticipated.

The FRA Manual does not cite pipes or wells as a vibration impact concern; furthermore,
the FRA Manual indicates that vibration-induced building damage does not typically
occur as a result of surface transportation projects, except when associated with specific
construction activities such as blasting or pile driving. While there are no precise
standards for honizontal and vertical clearances between railways and adjacent
pipelines, the Authority would adhere to industry-recommended practices based on site-
specific engineering.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-201

The comment asserts that Chowchilla would be negatively and disproportionately
affected by the Central Valley Wye altematives and would not receive any of the
benefits of the HSR project. The comment also asserts, without evidence, that the
Central Valley Wye alternatives would be intensely damaging with respect to
infrastructure, safety, plans, and the future of the city of Chowchilla.

The Authority fully disclosed potential impacts on public utilities and other infrastructure,
including the transportation network, in Section 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy, and
Section 3.2, Transportation, respectively, of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. The
Authority fully disclosed potential public safety impacts in Section 3.11, Safety and
Security, of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. The Authority also fully disclosed and
mitigated potential impacts on land use patterns in Section 3.13, Land Use and
Development.

With respect to noise impacts from train operations, the Authority disclosed in Impact
NV#5, Intermittent Permanent Exposure of Sensitive Receptors to Noise from HSR
Operations, on pages 3.4-30 through 3.4-32 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, that
noise generated by train operations would be significant and unavoidable. These
significant and unavoidable impacts would occur at receptors that are adjacent to the
proposed Central Valley Wye alternatives but would not be significant at receptors near
downtown Chowchilla.

The comment claims that the community of Chowchilla would not receive any economic
benefits from construction and operation of the HSR system. Although it is true that a
station is not proposed in Chowchilla, a station is planned in Merced, approximately 19
miles to the north. As described in Impact SO#19, Permanent Impacts on Regional
Employment, on page 3.12-67 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the HSR project
would improve state and regional connectivity while facilitating access to employment
and educational opportunities, creating job opportunities throughout the region. The
HSR project is expected to result in net employment growth, which would benefit the
regional economy, including Madera County. Given the proximity of the aforementioned
station to Chowchilla, it is reasonable to assume that this community would receive
some of the economic and employment benefits of the project.
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247-201

Lastly, the comment requests that the Heavy Maintenance Facility be located in Madera
County to offset purported economic and social impacts on the community of
Chowchilla. The Authority is considering multiple locations for construction of the Heavy
Maintenance Facility. The decision regarding location will be based on multiple factors,
including proximity to the HSR corridor, the availability of land, and environmental
impacts. A decision regarding the HMF is not presently proposed to occur as part of a
decision on the Wye alignment. Please refer to CVY Response-GENERAL 4: Heavy
Maintenance Facility.

247-202

The Chowchilla 2040 General Plan Circulation Element Map indicates a proposed
wastewater treatment plant outside the city limits but within its sphere of influence in the
northwestem portion of the intersection between Road 11 and SR 152, immediately east
of Ash Slough. The westem leg of the Preferred Alternative Wye Alignment (SR 152
[North] to Road 11) would be built to the west of Ash Slough (in other words, not on the
property the City of Chowchilla proposes for a second wastewater treatment plant).

The proposed HSR alignment through this area would not preclude the development of
a wastewater treatment plant at the City of Chowchilla's preferred site.

The Authority recognizes and appreciates Chowchilla’s engagement with the Authority in
discussions about the Authority’s provision of funding, as part of EJ-MM#2, for purposes
of facilitating Chowchilla’s construction of infrastructure to connect Fairmead to
Chowchilla’s sanitary sewer system.
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247-203

The comment is noted. The Authority will continue to engage with both Chowchilla and
the community of Fairmead regarding proposed HSR construction timing and
coordination with pending city projects, including the project that HSR will provide

funding for as a part of EJ-MM#2, for purposes of facilitating Chowchilla’s construction of
infrastructure to connect Fairmead to Chowchilla’s sanitary sewer system. The comment

does not infroduce any new environmental issue.

247-204

The Authority acknowledges the City’s planning efforts for an industrial park, as set forth

in the Chowchilla Industrial Park Specific Plan. This Specific Plan appears on the City’s
website as “revised” in September 2018 but does not reflect the City’s adoption of the
Specific Plan pursuant to Califomia Govemment Code Section 65450 et seq.

Notwithstanding, the concerns raised about diminishment of value of the city’s industrial
park as a result of the project are highly speculative. The request for funding is noted
and will be considered by the Authority outside of the environmental review process.

As depicted in Chapter 2, Altematives, Figure 2.14, the Preferred Altemative (SR 152

[North] to Road 11) would incorporate three new roadway undercrossings/overcrossings

at the immediate SR 99 and SR 152 interchange area. These new

undercrossings/overcrossings will ensure adequate and redundant circulation through
this area and will ensure that the viability of properties intended for industrial use would
not be substantially diminished.

247-205

As noted on page 3.11-38 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, each of the Central Valley

Wye alternatives is designed to provide access for emergency personnel to elevated
portions of the track to allow for evacuation, if needed, regardless of the amount or
location of elevated track.

In addition, please refer to the response to submission MF2-245 comment 115.
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Response to Submission 247 (Desmond Johnston, QK, Inc. on behalf of the City of Chowchilla, June

21, 2019) - Continued

247-206

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-245, comment 115.

247-207

As shown on Figure 3.8-3, portions of the Central Valley Wye alternatives are within the
100-year floodplain, but much of the alternatives’ impact areas lie outside of the 100-
year floodplain. Areas above the 500-year flood level are areas of minimal flood hazard
(Zones C and X on Figure 3.8-3). In general, areas within the 500-year floodplain are
considered to be at moderate risk or designated base floodplains of lesser hazards or
shallow flooding. Therefore, the design of the Central Valley Wye alternatives would
avoid any impacts of operations on floodplains and flood risk. There is therefore no
nexus for mitigation as proposed by the commenter.

247-208

As discussed in Impact HYD#8 in Section 3.8, Hydrology and Water Resources, the
Central Valley Wye alternatives would incorporate design features (HYD-IAMF#2) that
require adequately sized culverts and waterbody crossings be provided to avoid the
possibility of diverting or redirecting flood flows or increasing the water surface elevation
in the 100-year floodplain by more than 1 foot, or as required by state or local agencies.
These design standards would be implemented across the entire HSR project, are
consistent with other state design standards (e g., Caltrans), and would meet or exceed
local requirements. The design of the Central Valley Wye altematives would maintain
the existing hydraulic capacity, avoiding a rise in existing flood or high-water elevations,
and therefore would not increase existing 100-year floodwater surface elevation in
Federal Emergency Management Agency—designated floodways, or as otherwise
agreed upon with the county floodplains manager. Accordingly, no new flood hazard
would be created.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-209

The simulations for every key viewpoint (KVP) are not included in the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS. The simulation for KVP 10, looking from SR 152 toward
Chowchilla, under the SR 152 (North) to Road 13 Wye Alternative may be found in the
Merced to Fresno Project Section Central Valley Wye Aesthetics and Visual Resources
Technical Report as Figure 6-6, KVP 10, SR 152 near Road 17. This figure has also
been added to the Final Supplemental EIR/EIS to demonstrate the difference in visual
effects between the alternatives. In the simulation at KVP 10 for the SR 152 (North) to
Road 13 Wye Alternative, the tree line and various buildings are still visible from the
highway. Views of the same are also visible, to a lesser degree, in the simulation for the
SR 152 (North) to Road 19 Wye Alternative, shown in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS
on Figure 3.16-25. The statement regarding the relative visual impacts of the
alternatives in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS is comect. The statement that visual
effects will have adverse economic effects is highly speculative and unsupported.

247-210

The comment requests high-visibility signage. There is no evidence to suggest such
signage is necessary to avoid a significant environmental impact.

247-211

Please refer to Section 3.16, Aesthetic and Visual Resources, where text has been
added to Impacts AVR#4 and AVR#5. Each of these impact statements convey the
Authority’s intention to use landscaping wherever possible to reduce the potential for
graffiti and vandalism, and also describe the Authority’s responsibility to repair or repaint
any such damage. Further, mitigation measures AVR-MM#4, AVR-MM#5, and AVR-
MM#S all describe actions that will be undertaken by the Authority to address ongoing
maintenance of landscaping and structures. These measures include commitments to
initial landscape installation, irrigation, and maintenance (AVR-MM#4 and AVR-MM#5),
and maintenance of structures, including graffiti removal (AVR-MM#6). Because there
are no station areas within any of the Central Valley Wye altematives, no park-and-ride
lots are considered in this analysis.
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Response to Submission 247 (Desmond Johnston, QK, Inc. on behalf of the City of Chowchilla, June
21, 2019) - Continued

247-212

In accordance with Section 15064(e) of the CEQA Guidelines, “economic and social
changes resulting from a project shall not be treated as significant effects on the
environment.” Accordingly, the purported impacts related to “loss of our way of life, the
loss of generational legacy™ that the commenter noted would not be considered
environmental impacts under CEQA.

For the purposes of CEQA, the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS provides a full evaluation of
temporary and permanent community cohesion impacts in Impacts SO#1 and SO#2,
respectively. With respect to the city of Chowchilla, the analysis of permanent impacts
on community cohesion, described in Impact SO#2 on pages 3.12-40 through 3.12-44,
concludes by noting that impacts on the city would be largely avoided because the
Central Valley Wye alternatives would curve around Chowchilla, bypassing its downtown
area/population center; community impacts would be minimal because of the distance
between the alternatives and downtown. The Central Valley Wye alternatives would not
divide the city of Chowchilla and would have minimal impacts on community cohesion
because there are few residences in the vicinity of the altematives. No displacement of
residences or businesses in Chowchilla would be required.

247-213

Roadway construction and modifications that are part of the project are described in
Chapter 2, and included within the project footprint as shown in Appendix 3.1B. The
Authonity will mitigate impacts associated with such project components as described in
Section 3.7.

The comment requests that the Authority provide funding for habitat conservation
provisions for currently unidentified roadway or public facility projects that would need to
be constructed or reconstructed as a result of the HSR project. There is no nexus for
this form of financial mitigation, as such projects are speculative and currently
unidentified. The Authority will continue to coordinate with federal, state, and local
habitat management agencies throughout the project design process.

August 2020

247-214

While the commenter (the City of Chowchilla) correctly indicates this comment is
pertinent to the cumulative analysis (which is contained in Section 3.19 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS), Table 2-2 summarizes assumed elements of the No Project
Altemative, namely the potential year 2040 buildout of various planned residential
development projects. The commenter asserts that the Fox Hills Community Plan has
been abandoned for 10 years, but the County of Merced has not as of September 2019
removed either the Fox Hills or Villages of Laguna San Luis Community Plans from its
online posting of approved community plans. Therefore, these plans were appropnately
considered as part of the No Project Alternative in terms of anticipated future 2040
residential buildout.

The Sessions Tentative Subdivision Map has been added to the cumulative projects list
in Appendix 3.19-A and considered in terms of the cumulative analysis. No change to
the cumulative analysis was warranted because it already sufficiently described the
cumulative condition in 2040.

247-215

The Authority acknowledges the City’s preference for the Avenue 21 to Road 11 Wye
Alignment. Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 174.

247-216

The range of alternatives in this Supplemental EIR/EIS complies with CEQA and NEPA.
The four alternatives described in Chapter 2 and analyzed in Chapter 3 provide
meaningful impact differences. For example, the Avenue 21 to Road 13 alternative
would have fewer business displacements than the other altematives, and would not
convert existing land uses or affect community cohesion in Fairmead.

The impact differences are described throughout Chapter 3 by resource area, and are
summarized in Chapter 8. Please also refer to Standard Response: CVY-Response-
GENERAL-2: Altematives Analysis and Selection for CVY regarding considerations of
corridor selection.
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21, 2019) - Continued

247-217

The Authority respectfully disagrees that HSR will box the city into a triangle. As shown
on Figures 2-8, 2-10, 2-12, and 2-14, the Central Valley Wye alternatives include road
under- or overcrossings to provide continue access across the HSR right-of-way.

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS considered the potential for road closures to result in
permanent indirect land use impacts (Impact LU#4). The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS
noted that the impact under CEQA would be less than significant because permanent
road closures would not cause a substantial change in land use pattems. Access
disruption to residents, businesses, customers, delivery vehicles, and buses would be
minimized to the extent practicable when permanent road closures are required. Itis
possible that even with the access across the HSR right-of-way provided as part of the
design, there could be some property access disruption sufficient to indirectly cause a
change in land use in individual properties. However, the frequency of access across the
HSR right-of-way provided by grade-separated crossings, which reduces the out-of-way
travel required to cross the right-of-way, would avoid large-scale changes in land use
and would therefore not result in in the introduction of incompatible land uses.

247-218

The Chowchilla Industrial Park Specific Plan largely retains and incorporates previously
in-place land use designations. As shown on Figures 2-3 and 2-4 of the Chowchilla
Industrial Park Specific Plan, the specific plan incorporates essentially the same
areas/acreages of light industrial, heavy industrial, and service commercial as those
previously identified in city zoning. The specific plan converted some light and heavy
industrial land to service commercial. The specific plan acknowledges the planned HSR
project and acknowledges the SR 152 (North) to Road 11 Wye Altemative alignment as
the Preferred Altemative. Nevertheless, the specific plan does not itself substantially
rezone or redesignate properties and does not indicate what properties it might rezone
or redesignate beyond these. The comment requests funding to update local plans.
There is no evidence to suggest such funding is necessary to avoid a significant
environmental impact.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-219

As described on page 5-28 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, under the Chowchilla
Elementary School District’s long-range master plan, students from Fairmead
Elementary School, which currently serves only the fifth and sixth grades, would migrate
to Chowchilla; Fairmead Elementary School would then be closed (Chowchilla
Elementary School District 2016). This plan is independent of the Central Valley Wye
alternatives. In addition, the text of mitigation measure EJ-MM#1, which addresses
environmental justice impacts under NEPA, has been revised such that the Authority
would no longer arrange for the purchase of the Fairmead Elementary School site after
its potential future closure (an action the school district may take independent of the
high-speed rail project).

Under the revised EJ-MM#1, the Authority would provide funding to Madera County for
the construction of a community center in Fairmead.

Therefore, neither construction nor operation of any of the Central Valley Wye
alternatives would directly or indirectly result in displacement or relocation of Fairmead
Elementary School. Furthermore, no alternative would be less than 700 feet from the
school.
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247-220

The commenter asserts that the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS did not analyze the impact
on the Chowchilla Industrial Park Specific Plan, which the City of Chowchilla published
on its website in late 2018 (after printing but before publication of the Draft Supplemental
EIR/EIS for CEQA review in May 2019).

The specific plan area encompasses 2,893 acres, which is roughly 1/5 of Chowchilla’s
land area. The specific plan area includes 392 acres of unincorporated area, none of
which is south of SR 152.

Notwithstanding, the Chowchilla Industnal Park Specific Plan retains and incorporates
previously in-place land use designations. As shown on Figures 2-3 and 24 of the
Chowchilla Industrial Park Specific Plan, the specific plan incorporates essentially the
same areas/acreages of light industrial, heavy industrial, and service commercial as
those previously identified in city zoning.

Section 1.4 of the specific plan identifies a number of “development challenges,” which
include the proximity of the airport precluding industrial development, the absence of
infrastructure, and prospective roadway closures.

The preferred Central Valley Wye alignment (SR 152 [North] to Road 11) would indeed
close some local roads in the southern part of the specific plan area but would create a
new interchange at the SR 152 and Road 16 intersection. This would presumably be a
route to connect the southem portion of the specific plan area to SR 152 and Highway

99.

The comment speculates on both future development within the specific plan area as
well as possible future actions of the Madera County Local Agency Formation
Commission. The commenter's assertion that the Road 16 interchange would be such a
burden on the development of the specific plan area such that relocation of the airport is
needed is not bome out by the evidence.
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247-221

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comments 204 and 220 above
regarding the timing of adoption and relevance of the Chowchilla Industrial Park Specific
Plan. The assertion by the commenter that the recreational trails would not be
constructed if there is not sufficient industrial development in the industrial park is
speculative. Construction of the Preferred Alternative would not preclude the
construction of the noted recreational trail corridors.

247-222

Economic and social consequences of a project are not significant effects on the
environment under CEQA that require mitigation measures. As described in Impact
SO0#19, Permanent Impacts on Regional Employment, on page 3.12-67 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS, the HSR project would improve state and regional connectivity
while facilitating access to employment and educational opportunities, creating job
opportunities throughout the region. The HSR project is expected to result in net
employment growth, which would benefit the regional economy, including the economy
of Chowchilla.

The Authority acknowledges that there could be some permanent impacts on the
agricultural economy, as described in Impact SO#20, Permanent Impacts on Agricultural
Economy, on pages 3.12-68 and 3.12-69 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. The
Authority would alleviate the impacts through financial compensation, provided during
the right-of-way acquisition process, and help property owners file claims so they can
receive compensation for economic losses related to farm productivity.

The impact discussions provide a full and adequate representation of the potential
economic impacts that could occur as a result of construction and operation of the
Central Valley Wye alternatives. The measures described would provide fair
compensation in areas where the impacts would not be otherwise outweighed by the
local and regional benefits of the HSR project.
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247-223

As described in Impact SO#15, Permanent Impacts on County and City Property Tax
Revenues from Property Acquisition, on pages 3.12-63 and 3.12-64, and Impact SO#21,
Permanent Impacts on County and City Property Tax Revenues from Changes in
Property Values, on pages 3.12-69 and 3.12-70 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the
Authonity acknowledges that there would be some decrease in property tax revenues as
a result of construction of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. However, the loss would
represent a small percentage of the total tax revenues collected by the counties. In
addition, the loss in property tax revenues would be partially offset by anticipated
increases in sales tax revenues (described in Impact SO#22, Permanent Impacts on
Sales Tax Revenues, on page 3.12-70 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS).

Furthermore, as described on page D-11 in Appendix 3.12-D, Economic Effects on
School Districts, of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the regional benefits of the HSR
project could increase property values in some areas of the San Joaquin Valley as a
result of the region’s increased connectivity to the rest of the state, partially
counteracting some of the decrease in local property tax revenues.

247-224

Please refer to Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-4: Heavy Maintenance
Facility.

247-225

Please refer to Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-4: Heavy Maintenance
Facility.

247-226

Please refer to Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-4: Heavy Maintenance
Facility.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-227

The comment asserts that the Central Valley Wye alternatives would exacerbate
existing delays and disruptions in Chowchilla caused by the existing at-grade railroad;
however, it does not provide any evidence to support this assertion.

As described in Impact SO#2 on pages 3.12-40 through 3.12-44 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS, the Central Valley Wye altematives would curve around
Chowchilla, bypassing its downtown area/population center; community impacts would
be minimal because of the distance between the altematives and downtown, although
an elevated guideway spanning Ash Slough and the Chowchilla River would be visible
from the community.

The Authority acknowledges that there could be some permanent impacts on the
agricultural economy due to property acquisitions outside of the downtown area of
Chowchilla, as described in Impact SO#20, Permanent Impacts on Agricultural
Economy, on pages 3.12-68 and 3.12-69 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. The
Authority would alleviate the impacts through financial compensation, provided during
the right-of-way acquisition process, and help property owners file claims so they can
receive compensation for economic losses related to farm productivity.

The impact discussions provide a full and adequate representation of the potential
economic impacts that could occur as a result of construction and operation of the
Central Valley Wye alternatives. The measures described would provide fair
compensation in areas where the impacts would not be otherwise outweighed by the
local and regional benefits of the HSR project.
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247-228

As described in Impact SO#2 on pages 3.12-40 through 3.12-44 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS, the three SR 152 (North) wye altematives would curve around
Chowchilla, bypassing its downtown area/population center; community impacts would
be minimal because of the distance between the altematives and downtown, although
an elevated guideway spanning Ash Slough and the Chowchilla River would be visible
from the community. The three SR 152 (North) wye altematives would not divide the city
of Chowchilla; they would have minimal impacts on community cohesion because there
are few residences in the vicinity of the alternatives. No displacement of residences or
businesses in Chowchilla would be required. As described on page 3.13-29 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS, areas east and west of Chowchilla are undeveloped farmland at
the present time. SR 152 is an existing division between developed areas of Chowchilla
and agricultural land to the south. Construction of any of the three SR 152 (North) wye
alternatives would widen the existing SR 152 corridor, south of Chowchilla, but would
not cause changes in land use pattems. Please refer to the response to submission
MF2-247, comment 220, regarding the Chowchilla Industrial Park Specific Plan.

With respect to the assertion that the Central Valley Wye alternatives would make
development costs prohibitive in the industnial area, the alternatives would include
crossings over SR 152, thereby maintaining access for communities on both sides of SR
152 and facilitating access to future industrial development south of Chowchilla.
Furthermore, the commenter does not provide any evidence documenting why
construction of the Central Valley Wye alternatives would make development costs
prohibitive.

247-229

See response to MF2-245 comment 124.

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-245, comment 124. As described in
that response, the Authority would alleviate permanent impacts on the agricultural
economy, which include the area in and around the city of Chowchilla, through financial
compensation, provided during the right-of-way acquisition process, and help property
owners file claims so they can receive compensation for economic losses related to farm
productivity.
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247-230

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-245, comment 125.

247-231
To date, the Authority has negotiated with local utilities to install horizontal sleeves

under the high-speed rail alignment prior to construction. These sleeves were negotiated
as part of third-party agreements with HSR. Any costs for additional sleeves are bom by
the third party with the exception of spare sleeves for fiber conduits that fall under CPUC

General Order 176. All honizontal sleeves would be designed to ensure continued
operation and maintenance of the HSR system

247-232

The comment appears to request groundwater rights to any lands acquired by the
Authority in association with the selection and construction of a Preferred Altemative.
Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-247, comment 231 and submission
MF2-245, comment 129 above. Further, any discussions about property owners
retaining groundwater rights would occur on a case-by-case basis and be part of the
right-of-way acquisition process.

247-233

Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-247, comment 231, submission MF2-
247, comment 232, and submission MF2-245, comment 129 above.
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247-234

This comment was received in association with the spring 2019 CEQA-only distribution
of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. As noted in Section 5.2.2, an environmental justice
analysis is required in NEPA reviews (per Executive Order 12898). However, such
analysis is not explicitly required in a CEQA analysis.

In the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, EJ-MM#1 had outlined a process by which the

Authority would purchase Fairmead Elementary School (assuming the property became

available for sale) and convert the school into a community center for Fairmead. In this

Final Supplemental EIR/EIS, EJ-MM#1 has been revised to reflect that the Authority will

instead provide funding to Madera County toward the purchase of a site and
construction of a community center to serve Fairmead. EJ-MM#1 includes a number of
performance standards to avoid or minimize any potential for secondary environmental
effects.

The comment cites CEQA case law in stating that mitigation measures EJ-MM#1 and
EJ-MM#2 are not sufficient. Because both of these mitigation measures are directed at
identified environmental justice effects (effects under NEPA and other federal
regulations), CEQA case law is not binding on mitigation measures expressly and only
for environmental justice impacts. While the environmental justice analysis cites several
mitigation measures from other resource/topic areas, the mitigation measures cited by
the commenter were developed expressly for the environmental justice chapter of the
Supplemental EIR/EIS.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

247-235

The Authority acknowledges that construction of any of the three SR 152 (North) wye
alternatives would result in significant impacts on community cohesion, even with
implementation of SO-MM#1 and SO-MM#2_ No other feasible mitigation is available
under CEQA to mitigate the impacts.

In the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, EJ-MM#1 had outlined a process by which the
Authority would purchase Fairmead Elementary School (assuming the property became
available for sale) and convert the school into a community center for Fairmead. In this
Final Supplemental EIR/EIS, EJ-MM#1 has been revised to reflect that the Authority will
instead provide funding to Madera County toward the purchase of a site and
construction of a community center to serve Fairmead. EJ-MM#1 includes a number of
performance standards to avoid or minimize any potential for secondary environmental
effects.

This mitigation measure is proposed as part of the environmental justice analysis under
NEPA and intended to reduce the potential for impacts on community cohesion.
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247-236

The text on pages 3.12-59 and 3.12-81 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, as well as
pages D-6, D-7, and D-15 of Appendix 3.12-D, Economic Effects on School Districts,
has been revised to acknowledge that a decrease in school district funding could affect
a school district’s ability to issue future bonds. This revision would not affect the
changes in property tax revenue that would occur with construction of the Central Valley
Wye alternatives because such taxes represent only a small percentage of total tax
revenue collected by the counties, as descnbed in Impact SO#15, Permanent Impacts
on County and City Property Tax Revenues from Property Acquisition, on pages 3.12-63
and 3.12-64, and Impact SO#21, Permanent Impacts on County and City Property Tax
Revenues from Changes in Property Values, on pages 3.12-69 and 3.12-70 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS. In addition, the loss in property tax revenue would be partially
offset by anticipated increases in sales tax revenue (described in Impact SO#22,
Permanent Impacts on Sales Tax Revenues, on page 3.12-70 of the Draft Supplemental
EIR/EIS). Furthermore, as described on page D-11 of Appendix 3.12-D, Economic
Effects on School Districts, of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the Central Valley Wye
alternatives would create employment and business opportunities and attract higher-
wage jobs across the region compared with the No Project Alternative. Although the
Central Valley Wye alternatives would raise projected employment growth only slightly,
just beyond the growth planned for under the No Project Altemative, project-induced
growth would increase the population, which would increase the number of students in
the school districts and provide new sources of property tax revenue, thereby benefitting
the school districts in the resource study area. Furthermore, the potential exists for the
Central Valley Wye alternatives to increase the property tax base by increasing property
values in the region. Although these values cannot be quantified, the values of
residential and commercial properties could increase as a result of the Central Valley
Wye alternatives because the HSR system would improve access to and from the area.

247-237
Please refer to Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-4: Heavy Maintenance
Facility.
247-238

Please refer to Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-4: Heavy Maintenance
Facility.
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Unauthorized use, review, duplication, disclosure or interception of this e-mail is strictly prohibited and may
violate applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you received this e-mail in error
please notify us immediately of the emor by return e-mail and please delete this message and any
attachment(s) from your system. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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California High-Speed Rail Authority

Trustes CHOWCHILLA ELEMENTARY
o Cenir SCHOOL DISTRICT
lg:::::: f.::i:l:r Mailing Address for all Departments

355 N, 5 St./ 1.0, Box 910
Chowchilla, CA 93610
{559) 665-8000 7 fax: (359) 665-3036

Leslie Rogers

Dr. Charles Martin
Superintendent

Linda Russell-Scheet ., Lynette Walker
Aanistant B P e

£ Superi
of Educationzl Services of Administrative Services

June 19, 2019

Via 11.S. Mail and E-Mail
Central Valley. Wye(@hsr.ca.gov

Attn; Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS for the Merced
to Fresno Project Section

California High-Speed Rail Authority

770 L Street, Suite 620 M5-1

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Chowchilla Elementary School District's Comment on the Draft Supplemental
EIR/EIS for the Merced to Fresno Section

To Whom it May Concern:

On behalf of the Chowchilla Elementary School District ("Elementary District"), we write in
response to the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report/ Environmental Impact Statement
{"EIR") for the Merced to Fresno Section of the California High-Speed Rail Project {"Project”). We
request that the California High-Speed Rail Authority {"Authority"), as lead agency, consider and
address the following environmental impacts affecting the Elementary District in order to
adequately comply with the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA").

1. Adopting the EIR Would Violate CEQA Because Proposed Mitigation Measure
EJ-MM#1 Is Inadequate as a Matter of Law

The Authority has identified EJ-MM#1 as a mitigation measure to minimize environmental justice
impacts associated with the construction of the three altematives involving SR-152. EJ-MM#1
states the Authority would pursue the purchase of Fairmead Elementary School {"Fairmead
Elementary"} from the Elementary District, only after Fainmead Elementary is closed and a new
school is built in Chowchilla,

EJ-MM#1 further states that after such purchase, the Authority would transfer the school site to the
County of Madera ("County") for operation and maintenance as a community center for the
residents of Fairmead. EJ-MM#1 is inadeq for the 1 stated below.

Feirmead School » Merle L. Fuller Scheol « Ronald Reagan School « Stephens Schoel + Wilson Middle School
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 250 (Christina Wa, Chowchilla Elementary School District, June 21, 2019) - Continued

250-305 A. EJ-MM#1 Viclates CEQA Because It Lacks Sufficient Detail and Is Not "Fully
Enforceable”
250-306 The Closure of Fairmead
CEQA requires that "[m]itigation measurcs must be fully enforceable through permit conditions,
agreements, or other legally-binding instruments.” (Cal. Code Regs,, tit. 14, § 15126.4(a)(2).) The Here, EI-MM#1 recognizes that the closure of Fairmead Elementary will result in the loss of an
purpose of this requirement is to ensure that feasible mitigation measures will actually be important permanent mecting place for community gatherings and events, and would thus have an
implemented as a condition of development, and not merely adopted and then disregarded. adverse impact on community cohesion.
(Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations v. City of Los Angeles (2000) 83 Cal.App.dth
1252, 1261} While EJ-MM#1 is conditioned upon, and is to occur affer the closure and relocation of Fairmead
Elementary , this necessarily means that implementation of the mifigation measure will be delayed
Here, EJ-MM#1 is insufficient becausc it lacks a legally binding commitment for its beyond the start of the project activity that causes the impact in violation of POET, LLC v. State Air
implementation. EJ-MM#1 simply indicates that the Authority will "purswe" the purchase of Resources Be.
Fairmead Elementary from the Elementary District. Of course, "pursue” does not equal "purchase,”
and thus, the measure does not constitute a "fully enforceable” commitment. For example, il the Authority waits until after Fairmead Elementary is closed to obtain a binding
commitment to oblain the Fairmead site from the Elementary District, the following will oceur:
Similarly, EI-MM#1 states that the Authority would "coordinate” with the County for identification
of long-term funding mechanisms for the operation, maintenance, and insurance of the community + while the Authority and Elementary District work ocut a deal for the acquisition of the
cenler. Again, this "coordination" does not conslitute an enforceable commitment. Fairmead site, there will be a "gap” period where there is no community center or school in
the Fairmead community; and
Additionally, by way of example and not limitation, EJ-MM#1:
e there will be a risk that there may never be a community center or school in the Fairmead
» fails to account for what will happen if the Elementary District and the Authorily eannot community if the Elementary District and the Authority cannot come to a mutual agreement
corne to mutually agreeable terms for the sale of the Fairmead Elementary site; for the transfer.
s fails to set a timeline for how long the Fairmead community will be without a building  9gg 307 Construction Activities Themselves
capable of serving as a community hub after the Fairmend Elementary site is vacated; and
Additionally, the Authority has identified various socioeconomic impacts to community cohesion
o fails to account for what will happen if the County is not willing to take on the operational resulting from_construction activities themselves on any of the three SR-152 alternatives. For
responsibility for the new community center. example, the Authority notes that construction activities would "introduce a visible and {unctional
barrier that could deter neighbors from interacting, participating in community activities, and
DI-MM#1 facks sufficient deiail to support a {inding that such measures "have been required in, or supporting each other, and could result in a perception by area residents that they have been
incorporaled into, the project” as required by Public Resources Code sectfon 21081 (a)(1}. separale rom their community.” (pg. 5-32.) Additionally, the SR-152 altematives would create a
permanent lincar feature that would divide the northern and southern portions of the community, so
The reality is that EI-MM#1 only vaguely requires "coordination,” and does not ensure that the that the residential northern part of the community would be separated from both residents and
impacts will be mitigated. This project has been underway for years, and there is no reason that the community facilitics located south of Avenue 23. (pg. 5-33.)
specific details for an agreement to acquire the Fairmead Elementary site could not be worked out
with the County and Clementary District prior to the approval of this EIR. These impacts will result from construction activities, regardless of whether Fairmead Elementary
closes. However, EJ-MM#1 is conditioned upon the closure and relocation of Fairmead
For the foregoing reasons, EJl-MM#1 violates Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations scetion Elementary. The District cannot ensure closure of Fairmead Elementary prior to the Authority's
15126.4(a)(2), and Public Resources Code section 21081(a)(1). The Authority must reach a construction of the Wye segment. Thus, the Authority's discussion of EJ-MM#1 fails to ensure
hinding agr t with the El tary District for the purchase of the Fairmead Flementary implementation prior to the start of construction activity impacting the community of Fairmead.
site prior to approving this EIR. ‘The Distriet strongly encourages early collaboration between Authority staff and District staff to
. ; : . ensure that schedules and needs of both parties can be aligned. The District believes the
21306 B. M@MMJ‘M‘M appropriate remedy is to come to an agreement with the Elementary District prior fo adoption
to the Start of the Project Activity Creating the Impact of the EIR that ensures EJ-MM#1 can be implemented in a timely manner.
The implementation of a mitigation measurc cannot be delayed beyond the start of the project
activity that causes the impact in question. (POKT, LLC v. State Air Resources Bd. (2013) 218
Cal.App.dth 681, 740.)

Fairmead School « Merle L, Fuller School « Ronald Reagan School * Stephens School « Wilson Middle Schoal

Fairmesd School » Merle L. Fuller School « Ronald Reagan School « Stephens School » Wilson Middle School
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CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Autherity

Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 250 (Christina Wa, Chowchilla Elementary School District, June 21, 2019) - Continued

2. The EIR Fails to Address Impacts on Future Bonding Capacity as a Result of Staden{

Relocations

The California Education Code limits the amount of gencral obligation bonds that elementary
school districts may sell during any fiseal vear to 1.25% of the total taxable property within the
school district. (Ed. Code, § 15102 and 15268.} Thus, a school district’s bonding capacity is
directly tied to the total assessed value of property within its boundaries.

Here, the Authority recognizes that the projeet would result in the acquisition and displacement of
residents, which would remove some private property from the local property tax rolls and reduce
the local property tax revenues available to school districts. (Sce Impact SO #11.) However, the
EIR fails to address how the net reduction in the number of taxable propertics within the
Flementary District will alse adversely impact the Llementary Distriet’'s [uture bonding capacity,

and thus the Elementary District's ability to maintain and construct school facilities for children in
the community. The Elementary District reguests that the Authority consider and address the level
of significance of the adverse impact to the Elementary District's bonding eapacity.

CHOWCHILLA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT
/

2. [fules gt

Dr. Charles Martin, Superintendent

ATE-5M4500633.]

Fairmead School « Merle L. Fuller School » Ronald Reagan School » Stephens School = Wilson Middle Schoel
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 250 (Christina Wa, Chowchilla Elementary School District, June 21, 2019)

250-305 250-308
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 234. Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 236.

Because Mitigation Measure EJ-MM#1 in this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS has been
revised to reflect the fact that the Authority will provide funding to Madera County for the
purchase of a site and construction of a community center to serve Fairmead (instead of
acquiring the Fairmead Elementary School site from the Chowchilla Elementary School
District), the commenter's concems about detailed aspects of the proposed acquisition
are no longer relevant.

250-306

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 234.

Because Mitigation Measure EJ-MM#1 in this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS has been
revised to reflect the fact that the Authority will provide funding to Madera County for the
purchase of a site and construction of a community center to serve Fairmead (instead of
acquiring the Fairmead Elementary School site from the Chowchilla Elementary School
District), the commenter's concems about detailed aspects of the proposed acquisition
are no longer relevant.

250-307

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 234.

Because Mitigation Measure EJ-MM#1 in this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS has been
revised to reflect the fact that the Authority will provide funding to Madera County for the
purchase of a site and construction of a community center to serve Fairmead (instead of
acquiring the Fairmead Elementary School site from the Chowchilla Elementary School
District), the commenter's concems about detailed aspects of the proposed acquisition
are no longer relevant.

August 2020 Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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High-5pesd Rail Authority

Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 251 (Ron Seals, Chowchilla Union High School District, June 21, 2019)

Merced - Fresno 2014+; Central Valley Wye - RECORD #251 DETAIL

Status : Unread

Record Date : 6/21/2019

Submission Date : 6/21/2019

Interest As : Business and/or Organization

First Name : Christina

Last Name : Wa (for Chowchilla Union High School District)

Submission Content :

Please see attached for the Chowchilla Union High School District's Comment Letter on the Draft Supplemental
EIR/ EIS for the Merced to Fresno Section.

Thank you,
Christina Wa

520 Capitol Mall

Suite 400

Sacramento, CA 95814-4713

Direct: (316) 604-3080

Mobile: (916) 500-3936

Phone: (916) 443-0000

Fax: (916) 443-0030

Email: cwa@f3law.com<mailto:cwa@f3law.com>

Web: www f3law_com<http:/fwww f3law.com>

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE TO RECIPIENT(S): This e-mail communication and any attachment(s) may
contain information that is confidential andfor privileged by law and is meant solely for the intended recipient(s).
Unauthorized use, review, duplication, disclosure or interception of this e-mail is strictly prohibited and may
violate applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you received this e-mail in error
please notify us immediately of the error by return e-mail and please delete this message and any
attachment(s) from your system. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Attachments : CUHSD EIR Comments - Merced to Fresno - 06-20-2019 _pdf (194 kb)

California High-Speed Rail Authority

251-309

CHOWCHILLA UNION IHGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
HO5 Tlumboldl Avenge
Chowdhilla, CA 93610
Phone: 35Y AR5 3662 Taa: 539 AA5-1881

Chowehilla Tribe, Community Wide
Strength enmes in mumbers!

June 19, 2019

Wia U8, Mail and [-Mail
CentralValley. Wyeidhsr.cgay

Attn: Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS for the
Merced to Fresno Project Section
California High-Speed Rail Autharity
770 L Street, Suite 620 MS-1
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Chowchilla TInian High School District's Comment an the Drall Supplemental
EIRVEIS for the Merced to Fresno Section

To Whom Ll May Concern:

On behall of he Chowehilla Union High Sehool Districl ("1ligh School Disirict"), we wrile in
respumse o the Drafl Supplemental Fnvironmental Impact Report! Environmental Tmpact
Starement {"EIR") for the Mereed W Fresno Seclion of the California [igh-Speed Rail Project
("I'roject”). The [ligh School District opposes the Project and reguests that the Califoria High-
Speed Rail Authority {"Awthorily”), as lead agency, consider and address Lhe [ollowing
envirenmental impaels alfecling the 1igh School District in order wr adegqualely comply with the
Califarnia Tavironmental Quality Act ("CEQA").

1. The FIR Fuils to Censider the Substantial Changes in the Circumstances Under
Which the Project [s Being {ndertaken,

CEOQA provides thit a subsequent or supplemental TTR shall address substantial changes that
occur with respect to the circumnstances under which the projoct is being undertaken that will
reyuite major revisions in the previous CIR. (Pub. Res. Code § 2[166; Cal. Code Reas., il 14, §
15162.)

Here, the Authority is currenily und bas been facing many uncertaintics with respect W funding,
final design. eonstruction schedule, and more that have ereawwd "substantial changes in the
clrcumslaners” surrounding the Project. Tn Governor Newsom's Stale Address in February, the
Gavernor indicaled his plun to scale back the Project o feus on completing the link berwaen
Mereed 1o Rukersficld within the Central Valley, muther than implemenl Lhe original phase | plan
of providing a link between San Urancisco and Los Angeles. 1n March, the Federal Railroad
Administrarion ("FRA") formatly notilied the Audlherity of its decision to canccl the

August 2020
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 251 (Ron Seals, Chowchilla Union High School District, June 21, 2019) - Continued

23150 FUZR,620,000 in Federa] funds (hay were previously oblipated for the Moject. These revend slale
und lederal level decisions will afTeel the feasthility and final design of the Project.
Huwever, the RIR [uils do consider any of these uncertainties and changed cireumslances.
Rather, the FIR discusses envirpnmental impacts based on Lhe presumption that the fll San
Frameiseo W Las Angeles Phase 1 alignment will be completed. [n axder 1o provide a complele
analysis, the EIR needs to also address a realistic allemalive of having only a Mereed Lo
Bakersficld alignment, and the environmental impacts that such a chunpe in scope may cause.
251310 2. The EIR Fuils to Tdentify and Consider Transpariation Impacts to the Hixh Scheol
District.
A. The IR Fails to Address Impaets 1o the High School District’s Txosting, Scheal
Nus Routes.
Scetiom 32,53 of the TIR identifies impacts to coxisling ansilt eonditions within the
transporlation Resource Sludy Area ("R8A"), as defined, and includes g subscetion identifying
curlamn existing sehool hus towtes that will be impacied. (g, 3.2-27.)
However, the TIR fails to identify or address any ol the High School [Msteiet's cxisting bus
routes that will be impacted by the I'roject. Lhe High School Distriet offers school bus
{ransporation services to all of its students oulside of the limits of the City of Chowehilla
'Ciy™) (Hee Parent Student Tandbeok for 2018 2019 Thes, e Authenty must consider and
address the environmental impacts to the [ligh Schoof District's existing sehoat bus routes.
251-311 n. ‘The LIR Fails to_Address [mpacts o Families' and Stwdeints' Hatne-to-$chool
Commute.
CTA reguites that an KR discuss any inconsistencics botween Lhe proposed projeet and
applivable pencral plans, specific plans, and regional plans. (Cal, Code Reps. tit. 14, §
15125¢d})
Here, in Seetion 3.2.3.7, the Authoriny notes thut the City's "2040 General Plan propases a
comprehensive trails systen linking residential areas, schools, parks, and commereial
development conters so dhal residenis can travel within the community without driving.” (Pg.
32293
Llowever, the ELR fails io wddress how impacts on pedestrian and bievele access, such as
sidewalk closures, crosswalk ¢losures, pedestrian retouting, and permanent roadway changes,
will aftect the ability and salcly ol sludents and familics who walk ot bike to and trom school
every day. The Authority must consider and aderiss how the Project wili impact the City's
general plan to provide a lrails svslem linking residential arcas and schools, and specifically, bow
the Project will impact the feasibitity and salvly of the High Sehool District's students and
Farrilics traveling to and from school by foar o by bievele,
251-312 - ) ) i .
3 The High Schev! Disiriet Believes Some WYE Alternatives Will be More Bencficial
for Families and Students Traveling o and from Schosl
Basad on the High School 1istrict's overall concerns tor the safety ol ils students and Tamilics
commuting to and from schoal, the TTiph Scheol District ofters that the W YE allematives rank in
order of saltly and benelit Lo sehool and community transporation from the most sale (13 10 the
least safe (44, as [ollows:
August 2020

251-312

251-313

. South of SR 132 (North) Lo Boad 11 Wye
. South of 8R 132 (Norih) 1o Road 19 Wye
. Sputh of SI 152 (MNorth) 1o Boad 13 Wye
. South of Avenue 21 1o Rowd 13 Wye

L g —

4, The High Schoal District Trges Macimirzing The Use of Interchanyes

The Lligh Scheol Districr urges the Authorily, as il continues to develap its final desien, to
consider maximizing the use of trallic interchanges al ils proposed prade separations and road
modifications, rather than avercrossings and jug handle ramps.  There is only one grade
separared interchange betwevn Hwy 59 and Hoberlsen Boulevard, Road 9. The reconfipuration
of the Road 4 avererossing 10 sume sort of interchange would be of great henefit for all three
Chowehilla schonl distriets homedto-school transportation programs.

Sinceraly,

CIHOWCIHITLA UNTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Rk

Ron Seals, Superintendent

TE0-EA50TEL L

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 251 (Ron Seals, Chowchilla Union High School District, June 21, 2019)

251-309

The comment stating opposition to the project is noted. The commenter is invited to
review the 2019 Project Update Report conceming the Authority's position regarding
long-term financing of the project.

Please refer to:

Standard Response CVY-Response-GENERAL-1: OpposeHSR Project

Standard Response CVY-Response-GENERAL-3: Funding and Project Costs
Standard Response CVY-Response-GENERAL-5: Interim Operating Plans and Draft
2020 Business Plans.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

251-310

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS identified permanent and temporary impacts on routes
used by school buses within the transportation resource study area (please refer to
pages 3.2-46 and 3.2-47 [Impacts TR#16 and TR#17]).

The design of the Central Valley Wye alternatives includes identifying when and where
temporary closures and detours would occur, with the goal of maintaining traffic flow,
especially during peak travel periods and school hours.

Construction-period detour routes would be finalized by the contractor during final
design. Advance notification of construction would be provided to the school districts,
and traffic control would be rigorously maintained at all school bus loading zones.

Any permanent impacts on school bus routes resulting from road closures would be
identified in the final design, allowing schools enough time to evaluate existing routes
and make any necessary adjustments. Based on the current (15 percent) level of
design, the greatest out-of-direction travel distance for school buses would be 3.1 miles
under each of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. This represents an approximately 10
percent increase in travel distance compared with the total average round-trip distance
(25 to 35 miles) for the bus routes.

Appendix 3.12-D, Table 3, lists permanent road closures by school district and indicates
the out-of-direction travel distance that would result from road closures. This was
considered an indirect impact of the Central Valley Wye altematives. Moreover, because
buses can be rerouted to continue to provide service, there would be no permanent
impacts with respect to the ability of buses to pick up children along a route. Therefore, it
was determined that there would be no impacts under CEQA because alterations to
school bus routes would not increase hazards or create safety risks for school bus
users.

August 2020
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Response to Submission 251 (Ron Seals, Chowchilla Union High School District, June 21, 2019) -

Continued

251-311

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS identifies permanent and temporary impacts on
pedestrian and bicycle access within the transportation resource study area (please
refer to page 3.2-48 [Impacts TR#18 and TR#19]). The design of the Central Valley Wye
altemnatives includes identifying when and where temporary closures and detours would
occur (e.g., sidewalks; crosswalks, including rerouted crosswalks at intersections; roads
that are designated bicycle routes that would be narrower during construction; pathways
for pedestrians and bicyclists with construction-related material), with the goal of
maintaining pedestrian and bicycle access. The public as well as the school districts
would receive advance notification of road closures and detours during construction that
would affect pedestrians and bicydlists.

Under all altematives, grade-separated crossings would result in improved pedestrian
and bicycle safety in areas close to HSR operations, relative to existing at-grade railroad
crossings. Therefore, it was determined that there would be less-than-significant impacts
under CEQA with any alternative because a loss of pedestrian and bicycle facilities
would be limited to a few elevated segments. Moreover, permanent changes to
pedestrian and bicycle facilities would result in safer access because of the new grade-
separated crossings.

251-312

These comments present opinions on the merits of the project and the alternatives.
Please refer to Standard Response CVY-Response-GENERAL-1: Oppose HSR Project
and Standard Response CVY- Response-GENERAL-2: Alternatives Analysis and
Selection for CVY. Chapter 8, Preferred Altemative, identifies the SR 152 (North) to
Road 11 Wye Alternative as the Preferred Altemative and addresses the extent to which
the alternatives would have different impacts on safety issues.

CEQA and NEPA require a final EIR and EIS, respectively, to respond to the
responsible comments received on environmental issues (please refer to 14 Califomia
Code of Regulations Section 15088(a) and the FRA Procedures for Considering
Environmental Impacts). The comments do not address an environmental issue but
have been included in the project's administrative record.

August 2020

251-313

The environmental analysis was based on a project footprint and 15 percent design

plans, as is typical for the analysis of transportation projects. The interchanges along SR

152 were analyzed in the traffic models. A more specific roadway design will be
developed following project approval.

The Authority has coordinated with and will continue to coordinate with Caltrans and
local jurisdictions regarding potential impacts on roadways.

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 252 (Sharla Yang, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, June 21, 2019)

Merced - Fresno 2014+; Central Valley Wye - RECORD #252 DETAIL

Status : Unread

Record Date : 6/21/2019
Submission Date : 6/21/2019
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Sharla

Last Name : Yang

Submission Content :

To Whom It May Concem:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye Draft

Supplemental EIR/EIS. Attached is a copy of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (District)
comment letter for this project. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or concemns.

Best regards,

Sharla Yang

Air Quality Specialist

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District

1990 East Gettysburg Avenue | Fresno, CA 93726

Phone: (559) 230-5934 [Fax: (559) 230-6061

E-mail: sharla.yang@valleyair.org<mailto:sharla.yang@valleyair.org>

STAR - Service b Teamwork b Attitude b Respect

[cid:B9AB05DOC3T64TECES 1433BFD409855D@RFL LOCALJ<http/fwww_healthyairiving.com/>
Attachments : 20190530 Comment Letter pdf (632 kb)

California High-Speed Rail Authority

252-314

s

san Jeaguin Yalley wE
AIR PHLLUTIGN CONTREL BISTRC HREALTHY 418 LIVING
JUN 202013

Catfornia High-Speed Rail Autharity

Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valtey Wys
Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS

770 L Street, Suite 820 MS-1

Sacramento, CA 95814

Froject: Drafl Supplemertal Environmental Impact Repert/Environmenta! impact
Statement for the Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye

District CEQA Reference No: 20190530
ToWhom H May Concern:

The San Joaquin Valiey Unified Air Poliution Contral District {District) has reviewed the Drak
Supplemental  Environmental Impact RaportEnvironmental Impact Statemeant {Draf
EIR/EIS) far the Merced o Fresno Saction; Central Valley Wye which consisis of evaluating
the environmental impacts associated with four wye alternatives that wousld creats the high-
speed rzil connection betwesn the San Jose to Merced section 1o the west and tha north-
south Merced te Fresne section 1o the east (Project). The Draft EIR/EIS has identified the
State Route 152 to Road 11 wye as the preferred alternative. The wye connection is incated
between the citiss of Mersed and Madera. The District offers the fellowing somments:

4. Woluntary Emission Redugtion Agreement (VERA}

The District recommaends remaoving Air Quality Mitigation Measure AQ-MMi#d and
replacing it with 8 measure fo reflect the commitment in the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU} between the District and the High-Speed Rail Authority
[HSRA).

The proposed AC-MM #4 incorrectly reguires actual construction smissions of NCx e
fully mitigated, and actual construction emissions of PM10 to be mitigated to below the
District's gignificance thrashalds, when in fact the Project’s construction emissions of
NCx, VOCs, and PM10 shall be fully mitigated to net zero in accordance with the MOU.
On June 18, 2014 the District and HSRA entered into an MOU which establishes the
framewark for fully mitigating to nel-zero construction emissions of NOx, VOG, FM10
and PM2.5 for the entire High-Speed Train Frojeci throughout the San Joaquin Valley
Air Bagin, Therefore, the District recommends removing AQ-MM#4 and replecing i with
a measure that simply refers to the MOU between the District and HSRA reguiring full
mitigatian to net-zero actual construction emissions of NQx, VOC, PM10 and PM2.5 for
the: Project,

o Eheln
Esecutrae D A Pl Didrsd DGe-

EEOrLinern Aaginn
2330 Entarciss Way
Halesin, G4 200662715
Teb (209 STT-BA00 FAX 09 §ET-BITS

Central Aegizn [(Main FHice!
TEIOE Eattyzhup dvergs
forsnr, b BTIE0 24
(BB FEL-EUU #05; IR 230-E661

Fuuelaen Bagien
FAAE Flyaes Dt
Saksrafinid, 0O S3302 8776
Tel 66 52025500 BRSO 8E

Wi 0cy wierds baalr e foon
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments
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252-314

252-315

252-316

252-317

Lhshnzi CEQA Ralerence No: 26150530 Fago 2

To date, the District and HSRA have worked clesely to ensure construction air quality
emissians of NOx, VOC. PM10, and PM2.5 are mitigated in accardance with the MOU,
This MCU raquires the HSRA 1o enter into a VERA with the District for any segment
lncaled in the San Joaquin Vailey Air Basin that has been approved for construction by
the HSRA, or any other applicable state or federa| entity. For reference, the District has
attached a copy of the MOU fo this |atter.

. Health Risk Assessment (HRA

The Disirict recommends the Drait EIREIS, specifically Tabie 8 on Page E-18 and
11 in the HRA Summary Excel file be revisad for consistency purposes.

CGn Page E-18 of the Air Quality and Giobal Climate Changs Technicaf Report, Appandix
E: Locafized !mpacts from Construction, spscifically Teble 8 Excess Cancer and
Noncancer Maximum Healil Risk Associeted with Constructinn Emissions from Al
Features Comgined lists a maximum cancer risk of 18.1 at the mast impacted receptor.
However, in the HRA files (file name: HRA Summary OR2216 {v9.5) xlsx}, Table 17
Excess Cancar Maximum Risk Associeted with Canstruction Emmnssions from Al
Fealures Combined lists a maximum cancer risk of 20.1 at the most impacted receptor,
The District recommends the tables in the Draft EIR/EIS be revised to refiect the
appropriate risk for consistency purposes.

The District recommends that the Health Risk Assessment {HRA) be revised for
consistancy with District recommended approaches for calcewiating risk.

The District reviewed the Health Risk Assessment (HRA) and detarmined there are
inconsistencies between the discussion in the Air Quality and Global Climate Changs
Technica! Repord, Appendix E: Localized Impacts from Consiruciion and the HRA /
AERMOD modeling files. The District recommends that the HRA bs revised to address
the following comments:

* On Page -8 of the Alr Quaitty and Global Climate Change Technical Report,
Appendix E: Localized impacts from Construciion, Table 3 AERMOD Mods!
Source Paramaters lists an exhausl release height of 3 matars for rail segmenl
end road crossings. However, the AERMOD modeling files usad an exhaust
release height of & meaters for the rail segment and rosd crossings. As such, the
District recommends revising the HRA accordingly.

* On Page E-S of the Air Quality and Giotal Gilmats Change Technical Report,
Appendix £! Localized fmpacts from Consiruction, under Sectlon 5.1 Disparsion
Maodeling inpuis, an initial vertical dimension of 1 meter was used for modeling
the rail segment, road crossing, and concrete batch piant based guidance from
the Sacramente Metropolitan Air Quality Management District.

August 2020

252-317

252-318

252-319

252-320

Dicirict CEQA Fefersnce e, 26100530

Pepe 3

The District daes not recommend using guidanse from other air districts without
prior District approval. In addition, the District does not recommend using an initial
vertical dimension in the HRA. As such, the District recommends revising the
HRA accordingly.

The Draft EIR/EIS concluded a less than significant impact on health risk. However, by
addressing the comments above, the Project may resultin a cancar risk score of greatar
than 20 resulting in a signifisant impact on health risk.

- Rule 9510 Indirect Source Review (ISR}

The proposed Project is subject to Rule 9510 indirect Saurce Review (ISR} and
requires the submijttal of an Air Impact Assessment {AlA) application.

Histrict Rule 8510 Indiresl Saurce Review (ISR} is intsnded to mitigate a praject’s impaci
on air quaiity through project design elements ar by payment of applicable off-site fees.
District Rule 8510 applies 1o any transportation or transit devalopment projects whers
construction exhaust emissians equal or exceed two (2.0) tons of NOx ar twa [2.0) tons
of PM10. Therefare, the Project is subject to District Rule 9510 and an Air Impact
Assessment (AlA) application is required (o be submitted to the District. Informatian
abeut how 1fo comply with District Rule 9510 cam be found crline  at:
hitp S valleyain org/ISRASRHema. hm.  The AlA application form can bs found
online at; nttp:ifwww. valleyair org/ISR/ISRFormsAndApplications. him.

- Digtrict Rules and Raqulations

The proposed Project may be subject fo other District ruies and ragulations.

The proposed Project may also be subject to ofher District rules and regulations,
including: Regulation VIl [Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions), District Rule 2010 (Permits
Reguired), Rule 2201 {(New and Mcdifizd Stationary Source Review), Rule 4002
{National Emission Standards for Hazardous Alr Pallutants), Rule 4102 (Nuisanca), Rule
4801 (Architectural Coatings), and Rule 4641 (Cutback, Slow Curs, and Emulsified
Asphalt, Paving and Maintenance Qperations).

The above list of rules is neithar exhaustive nor exclusive. To identify ather District rules
or reguiations that apply o this Project or to obtain information about Districd permit
requiremants, the applicant is strongly encouraged to contact the Districts Smail
Business Assistance (SBA) Office at (559) 230-5888. Current District rules can be fourd
online at www.valleyair orgirules/iruleslist.him,
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The Digtrict appreciates tlhe HSRA ongoing commitment to working with the District and
appraciates the opportunity tp aid the H8RA in identifying and mitigating impacts on air
quaiity. If you have any quastions or require further information, please contact Sharla Yang

at {£59) 230-5000
Sincersly,

Arnaud Marjollet
Di?tor of Permit Services

v YA

[ 4 &7

i.f 2 P

gy T /Mﬁff&f

E;'ian Clements | T
gram Manager

AM: sy

Enclosure: Memarandum of Understanding between District and HSRA
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Control District, June 21, 2019) -
|

1

WMEMCRANDUN OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding ("ML} is entersd into by the Calfornia
High-Speed Rail Autharity ("Authority”} and the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution
Contral District (*District'}. Autharity and Districi are collectively referred to herein as
the "Parties” with 2ach being a "Fany".

RECITALS

WHEREAS, District is an air pollution eontrol district formad by the counties of
Frasno, Kings, Madera, Marcad, San Joaquin, Stanigtaus and Tulare, and the Valley
portion of Kern, pursuent to Celifornia Heaith ano Safely Code seclion 40150, et seq.;
and

WHEREAS, Distiict is responsible for developing and implementing air quality
control measures within the Districi Boundaries g depicted in Exhibit & {"Disirict
Boundarles™ or "San Joagquin Valley Air Basin'} attached hereto and incurporated
herein, including air guality control measures for stationary sources, iransporation
sources, and ndirect sources: and

WHEREAS, despite the best efforts of District, air quality within District
Soundarigs remains inpaired such that the San Joaguin Valley Air Basin is not in
attainment of federal Clean Alr Act stendends for czone and its precursors NOx and
VOCs (extrame nenattainmant) and PM2.5 and Is in Attzinmant/Maintenarce status for
PM10 (NOx, VO, P10 ang PMZ.5 collestivaly, “Critaria Pollutants'y, and

WHERFEAS, emissions of Criteria Pollulants from the Autherity's planned high-
gpeed rail construgtion within District Boundaries would exacerbate that non-attainmant
status and could threaten that AttainmanthMaintenance status; and

WHEREAS, the Ban Joaquin Vallay Air Basin is unigue metecrologically in that
it is surrpunded on three sides by mountain ranges, including to the west which
significantly limits the ability of ocean weather pattems and winds 1o rafresh air In the

basin; and
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WHEREAS, :ihe Authority, in partnership with the Federal
Adminisration {"FRA"}, is devsloping a high-speead frain systam {"HST System"), which

Railroad

includas conslruction of guide-way segmente, and anciltary facllities such as a Heavy
Maintenance Facility, stations, and overpasses for California pursuant to the Caiifornia
High-Speed Rall Act {Public Wilides Code saction 18500 ef seq.) ("Rail Act”) and the
Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21sl Century (codified at
Streets and Highways Code section 2704 af ssq.) (“Bond Act'y that would serve the
San Francisco Bay Area, Sacramento, Gentral Valley, Los Angsles and San Diego
through various station-to-station segments (“Segments") {as depicted in Exnibit B);

=nd

WHEREAS, the HST System inciudes seaments or porlions thereof that will be
constructed, if and when funding can be secursd, within the boundaries of the San
Joagquin Vallgy ("SJV") including the following: Mesced to San Jose (portion), Merced to
Fresno (alf}, Fresno to Bakersfisid {3}, Bakersfield to Palmdale {portion), and
Sacramertc to Mersed {porlion), collectively referred ta as *H8T SJV District Portion”;
and

WHEREAS. the Authority completed Program-ievel Environmental Impact
Statementa/Reports {“EIS/EIR") in 2008, 2008, 2040 and 201% pursuant to the Matisnat
Environmsntal Policy Act {"NEFA"} and California Envircnmenia! Quality Act ("CEOA™)
evailualing impacts of the HST System, and selecting preferred route corridors; and

WHEREAS, & project [evel Final EIS/EIR ("MF FEIR') far the Mercad to Fresno
Sepment (“MF Segment'y was approved and cerlified via Resolution 12-1¢ (*MF FEIR
Resolution™) and the MF Segmeni approved and CEQA findings made via Resclufion
12-20 ("MF Segment Resolution®) by the Authority's Board of Directars in May 2012
and FRA's associatad Racord of Decision ("ROD"} issuad on September 2012, and

WHEREAS, construction of a portion of tha MF Segment {from aporoximately
Madera to downiown Freano) is anticipated to commeance in 2014 with connections to

!Itha San Francisco Bay Area and Los Angeles Basin expected after year 20028 and
i

-2-

{554} Z30-5500
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WHEREAS, the Authority found in the MF FEIR and MF FEIR Resclution that
construction of the MF Segment would cause significant alr quality impasts from

construction emissions of Criteria Pollutants because the San Joaquin Valiey Air Basin
is in non-attainment for Criteria Pollutanis: and

WHEREAS, the Autharity hes included in the MF Segment Resolution, and in
the Draft EIR/EIS for the Fresno-Bakersfield Segment (and anticipates so including in
the draft environmental documents for other Segments of the HST SJV District Portion)
various reguiremsnts and miligation measures to reduse significant construction
emissions associsted with the HST SJV District Porion {such as using the cleanest
construction and hauling flest ag reasonably practicable, as detailed in MF FEIR AQ-
MM#1 and #2); and

WHEREAS, nevertheless, Criteria Poliutant{s) emitted during HST construction
within the District Boundaries would still exacerbete and/or threaten the existing non-
attalnment and malntenance status for Criterda Pollutants within the District Boundaries;
and

WHEREAS, during the public process lzading up to the MF FEIR, the District
recommended in writing that the Authority enter info a Voluntary Emission Reduction
Agreement ("VERA') with the District as an additional mitigation measure (becauss of

the emigsions offsets VERA implsmentation would achieve) for construction emission

impacts the MF FEIR concluded would ocour in the MF Segmsant; and

WHEREAS, Ihe MF Segment Resolution committed the Authority to entering
into 8 VERA with the District for the MF Segment as a mitigation measura to
accomplish net-zero MF Segment construction emissions of Criteriz  Pollutants
because of the San Joaquin Air Basin's difficult air quaiity chalienge fie., its non-
attainment status), which VERA now has been drafled for the funded Madera-to-
Fresno poriion of the MF Seoment and Is near rzady for execution {(*Madara-to-Fresno
VERA"), ard
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| ("Securad Criteria Pollutant VERA Offsats") upon execution of 2ach IIPFA; and

WHEREAS, the. Authorily understands that any significant H5T construckion
emigziang alr qualily Impacts fram Criterla Pollutante within the District Bouridaries
cauld be mitigated through various measures, inciuding emissions offsets o net zerp
through entry into VERAS, which approach would address the District's view thet any
net HST construction smissions of Criteria Polluants within the District Boundaries ars
impacts that must be fuily mitigated; and

WHEREAS, tha District has deveioped incentive Pragrams arcund several cors

principles, including cost-effectivensss, integrity, effective program administration,
axcellent customer service, the efficient use of District resources, fiscal transparency
and public accountabilily; and

WHEREAS, the District's Incanlive Programs involve the District using mories
(such as grant funds and project-proponent-provided monies via & VERA} 1o fund
{usualiy on a percentage basis) the purchase and use by third parties of newer
equipment that emits fewer Crileria Pollutants to replace older, less-clean-burning

equipment (stich as farm fractors), which the District administers through Individual «

Incentive Program Funding Agresments ("IIFFAs™); and

WHEREAS, the Disirict's IFFAs require the user of the new equipment to use
the new equipment jor a minimum number of hours [based on the user's histarical uss
of the replaced squipment} aver a specified number of years, and require parmanent
destruction of the repisced equipment; and

WHEREAS, the [IPFAs, hecause of their requirements, resulf in reductions of
Criteria Pollutants that get assigned to the project proponent providing the funding to
offset emissions by that project propenent ("Criteria Poilutant VERA Offsetz"); and

WHEREAS, the Criteria Pallutant WYERA Offaets, because of the requirements of
and pmtections in the liPFAs, are secured and certifiad to the Authority by the Dislrict

WHEREAS, the District's

independent outside agencies including profassional accountancy corporations on

incentive Programs are regularly audited by

o&e

H
i
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behall of the federal government, the California Alr Resources Poard {"&RB"}, the
California Deparimeni of Finance and the California Bureau of State Audits; and

WHEREAS, the District has determined that wiih appropriate funding from
Autherity, the District can souree, secure and cerlify Criteria Pollutant VERA Offsets as
necessary for construction of the HST SJV Dislrict Portion.

AGREEMENT
NOW THEREFORE, the Authority and the District hereby agree as follows:
1. Offset of Construction Emissions of Criteria Follutants

{i) The Authority shall fully offset all HST SJV District Porticn-relsted HST

construttion emissions from Criteria Pollutants by echieving surplus, quantifiable and
enforeeable emissions reductions of Criterla Pollutants.

(i} For the purpose of this MOU, "fully offset” or “net zem® means that the
tota! amount of all Criteria Folltants smission redustions secured by the affset
reduction measures is equal to, or greater than, the total amount of actual Criteria
Pellutant HST construciion emissions within the HST $JV District Porian, minus the
projacted emissions of Criteria Pollutants that would have oceurred in the kcations of
the HS8T Disirict Portion construction in the abssnce of HST construction s may be
feasible and technically calculable for specific facililies HST might replace (a3 Individual
VERAs may include). “Surplus” emission reductions are reductions that sre nof
othenwisa raquired by exizting laws or regulations,

{iii}
HST SJV District Portion, upon sach Segment in the HST SJV District Porticn having |

fn erder to fully offsat such construction-related air emissions from the

been approved for construction by the Authority and any applicable slate ar federal
antity, having sscured funding for construction, and having approved or cerifiad

essociated environmental review reporls andfor statements as requirad by applicanle

ilaw ("Cerlified Environmental Document™), the Authority and District shall enter into a
VERA substartially in ihe form of the Madera-to-Frasno VERA o cover the portion of

the Segment approved and funded for construction within District Baundaries prior o

&

August 2020

Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye Final Supplemental EIR/EIS

Page | 22-129



Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 252 (Sharla Yang, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, June 21, 2019) -
Continu

S B = VIR 4 B~ % N S B

o

SJVUAPCD
1580 E. Gettysburg
Frespo, CA 33726

(558] 230-3300

August 2020

ed

the sommancement of construction of said portion. Motwithstanding the above, nothing
in this MOU shall prevent the Authority from commencing any construction if, despite
the Autharity's best efforts, fimely entry into the associated VERA did not oeour; Inosuch
avent, ine Parties shall work coaperatively to accomplish entry Into the VERA In tims
for emissions offsels to ocour i & timely manner fo satisfy applicavle law such as
contemporanecus offset iming requirements established by the U.S, Environmental
Protection Agency for general conformity.
2. VERA Implementation

i) Upon entering into a YERA, the Authority shall provide the District with a
meaningful amount of Air Quality Mitigation Funds (25 & deposit) as may be specified in
each VERA, which the District shall place in a District trust or escrow account until
committed in an.executed and Authority-approved [IPFA. Such Funds are intended to
fund equipment replacement and/or retrofit fo achieve Criteria Pollutant VERA Cffsets
and io fund the District's administrative expenses to implement the VERA, &3 may be
specifiied in sach VERA, The Authorlity acknowledges that the District will require
Iavaiiahllily of a meaningful amount of such Funds prior to solicting and negotiating

|| HFFAS to accomplish Criterla Poliutant VERA Offsets on the Autherity's behalf as part
of any individuat VERA. The Dislrict acknowledges that construction of the HST SJv

Dietrict Portior Is not fully funded, and future funding sources and avaiiability can affect
how Individuz| VERAS get funded and the provisions and terms in such VERAs, The
total estimated amount of Air Quality Mitigation Funds necessary for each VERA are
based an {a} the total tonnage of Crileda Pollutants estimated fo be emilted during the
HST construction covered by each VERA, a5 estimated within 2 Centified
Ermvironmental Document or some subsequent astimate based on more then-up-io-
date E‘.EII'IS‘lI’LICliD‘:I‘I infarmation and {&} District's cost per ton per the then-appficable rate
contained in District Rule 9510 as =ef forth In each VERA.

{ily Upan recelpt of a meaningful amount of such Funds as reiates to an
Individual VERA and upon the Awhority’s wiitten notice to proceed from its Contract

B

SIVUAPCD
1850 E. Geltysburg
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Manager to the District based on relative certainty of & likely construction starl date for
the HET canstruction coverad by the relevant YERA, the District will commensce
negatiating and exscuting (after Autharity limited review and approval) and funding
{from the Funds in trustlescrow) [IPFAs to achieve Secured Criterfa Poliutant VERA
QOffsets on behalf of the Authority in a timely mannar to satisfy applicabls [aw or
gengral conformity regulstions reguining emission reductions to be achieved
ocontemporansous to the actual emissions to be offset. The Autherity will continue to
fund the trustescrow account, and District will continue o negotiate and execute
zdditional 1IPFAs to create additional Secured Criteria Pollutant VERA Offsets unll
sufficient Secured Criteria Polutant VERA Offsets have been lunded lo accomplish full
offset te net zero for thal VERA.

i1l Upzn execution of gach EHFFA, District shall issue 1o the Authority a2 Secured
Criteria Pollutant VERA Offsets Receipt, by which the District ensures 1o the Authority
that such associated offsets listed in the Receipt have been secured with no furthar
invalvenent or funding by the Authority.

{iv] Through parindic reporting to each other, the Authority will monfer ihe actus!
emissions resulting from construction end the District wii! monitor and match such
actual emissions ta the total offsets stated in Secured Criteria Follutant VERA Qffsets
Receipts issusd to date. The District shall certify in writing to the Authority when the
total Secured Criteria Poilutant VERA Offsets listed in all Receipts issued fully oifset
the actuz! construction emissions of Criteria Pollutant{s) from the HST Segment porticn
coverad by the associated VERA.

3. Refunds
When lotal offsets slated in Secured Criterla Pollutant VERA Offsels Receipts

Jequal or axceed total actual construction emissions of Criteria Pellutants for the HST

construstion covarad in a VERA, the District shall, upon Authority written regquest,

refund the Authorly any remaining Air GQuality Mitigation Funds which are not

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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the HST System. This MOU shall be terminated by its terms wher total offsets stated in ]

i | encumbersd through HFFAs, The District shall have a reasonakie period of time to 1
2 | refund the unencumbered Air Quality Mitigation Funds. 2 i Secured Criteria Pollutant VERA Offsets Recelpts equal or excsed total actual
3 4. Transfer of Segment Excess Emission Reductions 3 i construclion emissions of Criteria Pollutants for the HST SJV District Portion,
4 If total offsets stated in Sscured Criteria Poliutant VERA Offsels Receipts 4 T Exhibits. The Exnibits to this MOL! are fully incarparated and are a part
& |iaxcesd iotal construction emissions of Crilerda Pollutants for the HST conatruction 5 1 af this MOU, and are;
g i cuvered in a VERA, the Authority shall be credited with such excess emission {'VERA | [ A, District Boundaries Map
7 il Excess Emission Reduction” or “Excess™). Such VERA Excess Emission Reductions§ 7 B. HST System and Ssgment Map
g i shall ba transferred to any other than-existing or future Authority-District VERA. f thame ! e B Wiscelaneous, The Recitals set forth atove are hereby incorporated into
g s no existing VERA and likely wili not be 2 future VERA, In time for the Authorlty to gat ¢ |ithe terms of this MOU. Counterpant and faceimile/computer Image siaratures shall be
10 | vaiue for the Excess, the Authority may transfer the Excess to a third-party developer, 10 || treated as onginals. MNotices under this MOU shall be given in writing te the persons
11 £, District Rule 8510-Indirect Source Review 11 {land addresses lisled in the then-most-cumsnt YERA. This MOU contains all
12 Authority acknowladges that it is required to cormply with all applicabla laws that 12 {lunderatandings betwesn the Paries as 1o the maliers covered hersin and incorporates,
13 || may bs in effect as the HST 8JV District Portion is implemented, such as the District's 12 ||integrates and supersedes ary different or other oral or written understandings
14 feurrent Rule 8510 (including its requirement fo submit an Alr Impact Assessment 14 |i betwsen the Pariies as to the matters covarad harein, This MOU was prepared equally
15 itApplication). The Authority acknowladges that it is subject to all applicable provisions 15 , by both Parties.
168 |raf District Rule 3510 that are in affect at the time of submitting an Air Impact 16 IN WITNESS WHERECQF, the Authority and District have executed this MOU
17 1 Assassment Application, but the District anticipates that Criteriz Pollutant Offsets fo be 17 1 and agree that it shell be effective ag of the date {irst written above.
18 i accomplished through VERAs as contemplated by this MOW will satisfy the emissions 10 AUTHORITY DISTRICT
18 i| reductions requirements of current Rule 9510, 19 '
High Speed Rail Authority San Joaguin Vall Higd Air
20 || 8  Term of MOU 20 0 / Paifutfon,Control/Bistili
2% This MOU shall be effective upan the date it is signed. The Parties acknowledge 2 V/W 7 " ’
22 i| that construction of the HST SJV District Portion could spen one ar more decades, The gz | Jeff Morales Hub Walsh . B
) ) : Chief Executive Officar Govarring Boarc Chair
23 i|Partles agree to work cooperatively togethar over that tme period to evaluate any 20
- ; : Recommended for approval:
24 || amendments necessary o this MOU to reflzct any relevant circumstances that rmay 24 San Joaguin Valey L;]ﬁed Air Pollution
28 ||changs, including but not limited to changing siate and federal faw requirements 25 il ,-
26 || refated 1o air quality, changes {positive ar negative) in the Clean Alr Acl attainment 28 " —
27 || status of the San Joaquin Air Basin for Criterfa Pallutants or ather pallutants, changing 27 Exacutive Diractor PO
28 |jand evaolving H3T funding, and changing state and federal lzw requirements related to 28 |
i Approved as to legal form:
EBIVUAPCD SIVUARPCD |
1950 E. Gettysburg -B- 1900 £ Gettysburg |i .
Frasno, CA 83728 Frosne, GA SIT26 ||
(5808] 230-8200 CAHDY 230-6000 |
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Response to Submission 252 (Sharla Yang, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, June

21, 2019)

252-314

The Authority acknowledges its MOU with the SIVAPCD. Through that MOU, the
Authority has committed to “fully offset” construction emissions of Criteria Pollutants
(nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds, and particulate matter 10 microns or 2.5
microns or smaller in diameter) for all HSR construction within the San Joaquin Valley
Air Basin. The MOU defines the terms “fully offset” and “net zero” the same way.
Mitigation Measure AQ-MM#4 has been revised to reference the June 2014 MOU
between the Authority and SJVAPCD. Section 3.3, Air Quality, and Section 3.19,
Cumulative Impacts, Section 3.19.6.2, Air Quality and Global Climate Change, have also
been revised to clarify that the Authority will fully offset all HSR construction emissions
of nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds, and particulate matter 10 microns or 2.5
microns or smaller in diameter to net zero, pursuant to AQ-MM#4 and the June 2014
MOU.

252-315

The comment identified an inconsistency between the data in Table 8 of the Air Quality
Technical Report, Appendix E, and HRA files, Table 11, and requested to confirm the
EIR/EIS has the correct data. The spreadsheet referred to in the comment was provided
to the air district with the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. Unfortunately, it was included in
error and was not the final version. The value shown in the document text (18.1 per
million) is correct. The final version of the spreadsheet is included in an updated
appendix to the Final Air Quality Technical Report. The revised spreadsheet does not
affect the conclusions of the Air Quality Technical Report or Supplemental EIR/EIS.

252-316
The values shown in the text of the HRA, specifically Table 3, AERMOD Model Source
Parameters, is correct. The AERMOD modeling files showing 5 meters were draft

simulations that were not used to support the final impact analysis. The final AERMOD
simulations used 3 meters for exhaust releases. No revisions to the HRA are required.

252-317

The analysis used an initial vertical dimension of 1 meter. This value was chosen by
rounding the value of 1.4 meters to the nearest integer to be slightly more conservative
than, but generally consistent with, the value that would be determined following the
U_S. Environmental Protection Agency’s AERMOD guidance for surface-based volume
sources, found in Table 3-2 of the AERMOD User Guide, available at:
https://imww3_epa gov/ttn/scram/models/aermod/aermod_userquide pdf.

This value is also included in SJVAPCD’s draft Guidance for Air Dispersion Modeling,
available at:

https://iwww _valleyair org/busind/pto/Tox_Resources/AirQualityMonitoring htm#modeling

_guidance.

For dust releases, the analysis also used a value of 1 meter. This is based on an
assumed diameter for a construction equipment tire of 1.1 meters. The analysis
assumes that the movement of the tire would re-suspend crustal matenial twice the
diameter of the tire, and it then applies the same U_S. Environmental Protection Agency
recommendation for an initial vertical dimension.

As these values are consistent with published guidance, including that from SJVAPCD,

they represent the best, and likely conservative, estimate of the initial vertical dispersion.

Accordingly, the text in the Air Quality Technical Report has been revised to remove the
reference to the Sacramento Air District. Also, clarification on the source of the 1-meter
initial vertical dimension estimate has been added. These revisions do not affect the
conclusions of the Air Quality Technical Report or Supplemental EIR/EIS.

252-318

The comment questioned the less-than-significant conclusion for health risk in the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS in light of potential inconsistent data identified in submission
MF2-252, comment 315. As noted above in the response to submission MF2-252,

comment 315, the overall risk estimate is less than the SJVAPCD threshold; therefore,
the analysis reached a correct significance conclusion and did not underestimate health
risks.

August 2020
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Response to Submission 252 (Sharla Yang, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, June

21, 2019) - Continued

252-319

Section 3.3, Air Quality and Global Climate Change, Section 3.3.2 3, Regional and
Local, of the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS states that construction of the project
would be subject to Rule 9510. As noted in Section 3.3, Air Quality and Global Climate
Change, Section 3.3.1, Introduction, information from the Merced to Fresno Final
EIR/EIS that has not changed is summarized or otherwise referenced in the analysis.
There have been no material changes to Rule 9510 since the Merced to Fresno
EIR/EIS.

Section 3.3, Air Quality and Global Climate Change, Section 3.3.2 3, Regional and
Local, of this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS provides readers with a link to SIVAPCD'’s
rules and regulations website. While there have been no changes to the applicability
analysis since the Merced to Fresno EIR/EIS, this section has been revised to clarify
that all SUIVAPCD rules identified in the Merced to Fresno EIR/EIS would apply to the
project, including Rule 9510.

252-320

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-252, comment 319. Section 3.3, Air
Quality and Global Climate Change, Section 3.3.2.3, Regional and Local, has been
revised to list the cited rules and others that may apply during construction of the
project.

252-321
A copy of the MOU between the SJVAPCD and the Authority has been included as an
appendix to the Final Supplemental EIR/EIS.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

August 2020
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263-349

263-350

Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019)

TREISTERS
Erkiey Bruecksr
Tomn Fry

Clay Haynes

ALVIEW-DAIRYLAND UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Chowechilla, California 93610

Reis Soares

263-350

Trudie MWisuwhoop

Alview School

Lairyland School - Dhis el Oflies:
20515 Road 4

1231 Avenue 1Rl
Fhane (559) 663-2F4
Fax (55Y) AG-TI47

June 5, 2019

Diana Gomaz, Cantral Valley Regional Director
High Speed Rail Aulhority
Merced 1o Fresno High Speed Train EIR/EIS Comment

Subject: Comments on the Merced to Fresno HSR Draft EIR/EIS

Dear Ms. Gomez:

Alview-Dainyland Union School district takes this cpportunity to comment on the Marcad
to Frezno High Speed Traln ELR/EIS. Our district has tramendous concerns regarding
the Avenue 21 mute. The possible impacts Lo our district could be massive and
devastating to an already financially weakened Galifomia public school districl. We will
he addressing four areas of concerm:  Safety, environmerntal, economic, and legal.

Safety

The Avenue 21 roule would bisect our school district along the anly through road that
spans the fifleen mile width of our district. {Madera t}}cunty Roads 1 ko 16.) Awvenue 21
is a key road for bus transportafion. |n fact, all bus drivers utilize this road during their
morning and afterncon routes. EIR 3.2-3 indicsles that LOS (tevel of servics) is the
primary unil of measure in determining fraffic volume for designabed roadways. The
report doss not take into considerstion that approximately 200 studemts ars transported
twice daily on Avenue 21 by our district alone. Chawehilla Linlon High Schoolalse uses
this read fo transport studemnts to and from school. Road closures would place thess
students In danger with drivers needing fo add addifional turh-a-+oinds. Iy the 3.2
Transportatfion section, there is no n?ference o the wid}h ar arch of overpasses. This
area s prime fammtand with farmers régularry moving equipment. Our su.ldenrts will be
placed in danger when busses must cross the reil by means of an overpass with ! the
potential of a farmer with wide equipment crossing.,arll the overpass in the cppaosite
direction. Consider sdding Madera County dense fog to the situation. In the 2018-19
school year, there were three (3) one hour bus delays and two {2)hour bus delays

S_H.EI'LA I’ERR_Y : ECLIAL OFFORTUNITY CMPLOYER MARYANNE TARTEIRA
Superintendent 'rincipal Yirae Principal fCurricilum Director
August 2020

Tel: (F59) fRK-22T:
Fax: (559) 6a3-35]0
26.

3-351

263-352

263-353

263-354

263-355

263-356

due to fog. Delays and cancallations would increase due to roads being blocked by
HSR tracks,

Due to an increase in time on the roads, aur district must hire an additional driver to
transporl students in a timely manner at an astmated cost of 525, 000.00.

Avenue 21 is a road used regularly by emargency responders. With the rail impacting
this read in our district, there is potential delayed emergency responsa to our primary
school localed on Avenue 21 and Road 4.

Egonormic

Economically, the displacement of prime farmland will lead to the loss of agricultural
[obs which will l#ad to the loss of students attending our schoals. Farmers, laborers,
and ernplayees of agriculture related jobs may relocate. In EIR 3.2-47, the displacement
of residential properties is anticipated to negativaly affect the Alvisw-Dairyland Union
School District due to a decrease in school distict attendance. Fifty-three students
reside on ar within cne-half mila of the Avenue 21 route. LCFF Funding eguals
$9050.00 per student multiplied by 53 affected students would indicate a loss of
revenua of $478,650 par year dus to relocation of students. There are few suitable
residential propefiies in the school attendancs area for relocation.

Currently, ADUSD enrolls 30 migrant students. A loss of atbendance would genarate a
$271,500 financial |oss o the district.

A congern o the district is the loss of land value along the rain's path. Potantial buyers
will not be interested in purchasing land near path of train. Less farn ground in
preduclion equals less property tax. Less income tax due to less acreage in production
trickias down to districls.

In 2018-18, ADUSD busses traveled 71,000 miles on home {0 school routes. An
estimated 25 000 additional mites may be added due to road clogures and turn-a-
rounds. Current transporlation costs are $4 30 per mile. An additional 25,000 milas
would add a cost of $107.500 to cur already reduced home to scheol transportation
budget.

Dua to excellsnl education benefits, emall schacl envircnmenmnt, and dedicated
community, 145 inler-district transfer studenta choosa b attend cur schools. A loss of
145 students due o oad blockages, ete, could ceabe a $1,312 250 Ioss to the dietrict.
Environmental

Emvironmental impacts are many to this school districl.

Neise- In EIR Section 3.4-Noise and Vibration, there is not adequate information
regarding the degrees of noise impacting the Alview Elementary Schaol. {This logation

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

263-356

may be addressed in a flure EIR working with the East-West routes through the
valley.) The map on page 3.4-19 indicates the greatest decibel level dues to high
speeds. With high speed trains rearing along the tracks at regular inkanvals one guarter
mile from the Alview Scheol sile, studenls may find a change in culdoer school evants
[ike annual track and fizld days, award assemblies, jog-a-thons, and recesses. An
autistic child that can’t adjust to noise may need to be maved to a new school at 263362
districl’s expense. There arg no additional grade levels in this district so student’s
closest school to attend would be at @ minimum of ten miles away. Costs to the district
could be as low as 40 miles round trip @ $.98 per mile = $23.20/day or $4,175.00 per
year if transported by the parent or much higher if district must uss a school bus and
drivar to transport stuclent.

263-357 Vibration- Alview Schoeol classrooms may find disruplion each time a train pasees and
potential damage to buildings and wells.

263-358 Dust/Air Quality- Dust causes ilinesses such as Asthma and Valley Fever, We curmarntly
hava 20 students identified with asthma, The table in EIR 3.12-57 fails I fully
acknowledge the significance of air quality and impacls of dust emissions as a trairt
travels al high speeds along the corvidor,

263-359 Loss of historicel way of life- This schoal districl was eslablished in 1915 and school
began in a house unlil a bend passed for a bwo room schoot o ke built. This districl has
tremendaus community pride with parents maving into the district to educate their
children at the schoo! where Lhey were educated.

263-360 Division of community- The HSR Avenue 21 roule would bisect district. If ADUSD wera 263-363
1o disband due to HSR, there is no surmunding distnat nearby to absorb students,

263-361 Lack of funding to complete project- Cosls to complete this project increase by the day.
Due to California having a weak economy and a rail with no private funds, this project
needs to be delayed or discontinued uril ali negative aspects are addressed.

263-364
Please consider these issues and concems when choosing the Merced-Fresno Gentral
Valley Wys route. The negative safely, ecanomic and enviranmental impacts are of dire
congequance to the Alview-Dairyland Union School District,

Slncersl

Sheila Pemy
SupertritandentPri

Alvlew-Dalryland U 263-365

California High-Speed Rail Authority

CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL
POSSIBLE IMPACTS TO:
ALVIEW-DAIRYLAND UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Economic:

Loss of Agriculture Jobs:

» Less farm ground in produdion equals less farm laborers

Loss of Agriculture Related Jobs:
=  Custom operators with employees residing in district would be reduced

Loss of Land Value:
+ People will move away from path of train
+  Patential buyers will nat ba interested In purchasing land near path of train

Tax Base Loss to School:

» Less farm ground in production equals less property taxes
+ Llessincome tax due to less acreage in production = trickles down to districts

School bus fuel costs for Increased route miles:

e 71,000 miles driven per year, estimated 25,000 additional miles added to increase route
multiplied by 34.30/mile = $107,500 additianal dollars for increased mileage

Bus turn-arounds:

+ Extremely dangerous!! In the 2018-18 schoo| year there were three (3] one hour bus
delays and bwo (2] two hour bus delays for the morning routes, due to fog

s« Delays and cancellations would Increase due to roads being blocked by the HSR tracks

s«  Additional time for route equals additional dallars needed for transportation budget
that has zlready been cut by state

Loss of ADA:
& Fifty-three (53) students reside on or within one-half mile of the Avenue 21 route. LCFF

Funding = 3 9050.00 per student multiplied by 53 aFfected students is $479,650.00 loss
of revenue due to relocation of these students.

August 2020
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263-367

263-368

263-369

263-370

263-371

263-372

Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

More wells will be needed for water:

+  Drilling of mare irrigation wells due to irrigation system displacement
+  Could lower water table and guality of water at schooi sites

Loss of Inter-District Student ADA:

» Currently have 145 Inter-district students coming in to our district, times $5050.00 per
studont equals $1,312,250.00 foss to district

Envircnmenta

MNoise:
= One-fourth (1/4) mile from Alview Schoal
* Autistic chlid that can’t ad]ust to nolse and therefore must be moved to a new school
program at our district’s expense is — 40 miles round trip @ $.58 per mile =523.20/day
timas 180 school days per year = $4,176.00 if transporled by parent. H transporied by
district the cost increases to 530,794.40 as cost per mile would be 54.277.

Vibration:

¢ Classroom disruption each time a train passes
+ Damage to buildings and wells

DustfAir guality:

o Dust causes illnesses such as Asthma/Valley Fever. We currently have 20 students with
asthma

Loss of histarical way of life:

» School District was established in 1915 and schoal began in a house until 2 bond passed
for a tweo room school to be built. Tremendous community pride in this district,

Change in school gnvirgnment:

e Restructuring is not possible, There is no extra classraom space at other site {Dairdand}
to house Alview Students.

August 2020

263-373

263-374

263-375

263-376

263-377

263-378

263-379

Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

Change in cutdoor school events:

= Track and Field Days, Jog-a-thon, pumpkin patch, awards assemblies, and recesses are
all held putdoors during good weather and would be jeopardized.

Migrant students:

s Potential loss of 30 migrant students valued at $271,500

Division of cammunity:

= Train blsects district. If ADUSD were to disband due to HSR, surrounding districts would
not be able to abscrb students.

SAFETY:

Delayed emergency response:

+ Delayad emergency response. Avenue 21 is the enly through avenue from Foad 1o
Raad 16 in this district,

Rpad closures:

& Must hire additional driver to transport students in a timely manner at an estimated
cost of $25,000.00 for driver only

Bus turm-a-rounds in fog/weather:
+ Extremely dangerous!l In the 2018-19 school year there were three (1) one hour bus
delays and bwo (2} two hour bus delays far the morning routes, dues ta fog
» Delays and cancellations would increase due to roads being blocked by the HSR tracks
» Backing up busses creates dangeraus visibility problem

COverpasses:

s Restricted visibility at the arch of each overpass. Weather conditions, fog, raln will
increase danger

& Width of overpass would have to accommodate transporting large farm equipment to
allow passage of bus

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

Ziill Lack of funding for the complete project:

+  {osts to complete this project increase by the day
+ Increase of electricity usage for train can utilize more than the grid can currently
produce, Where is money for more electricity production?

' OPY THLSIEES
Eclscy Bruecker

‘lom Fry

ALVIEW-DAIRYLAND UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT ~ CaHaynes

Trudie Miguwkoop

Chowchilla, Califomia 93610 Reis Sorires

Alview Schaal

Dwiryland Schaal - District Office
20513 Road 4

1280] Averue 16¥
Fhome (355} 665-239

June 5, 2018

Diana Gomez, Central Vallay Reglonal Diractor
High Speed Rail Authority
Merced ta Fresno High Speed Train ENR/ELS Comment

Subject: Comments on the Merced to Fresno HSR Draft EIRVEIS

BPear Ms. Gomez:

Alview-Dafryland Union Schoal district takes this opportuniity to comment on the Merced
ta Fresno High Speed Traln EIR/EIS. Our district has tremendous concems regarding
the Avenue 21 roula. The possible impacts to our districl could be massive and
devastating 1o an already financially weakanad Califomia public schoal district. We will
be addrassing four areas of concemn: Safety, environmental, economic, and legal,

e

- e

Safety K

The Avenue 21 route would bisect our schoof distfict along the enly through road that
spans the fifteen mile width of our district. {Madera County Roads 110 16.) Avenue 21
is & key road for bus transpo ati n. i fact; a | bus drivers utilize this road during their
moming and afternoon routes. EIR 3.2-3 indicates hat LOS {level of service) Is the
primary unit of measure in detemmining traffic volume for designated roadways. The
repod does not take into consideration that approximately 200 students are transported
twice daily o Avenue 21 by our district alone. Chowe! lla-Unlen High Schaol also uses
this road to transport students to and from schoo's. Road clasures would place these
students in dangar with drivers needi g to|add addltional turn-a-roinids. In the 3.2
Transportation section, thera is no & to the widtfi or arh of overpasses, This
area is prime farmland with farmers ularly moving equipment, Our students will be
placed in danger when bisses musl cross the rallby means-of an overpass with a the
potential of a farmer with wide equlpment crossing on the overpass in lhs opposite
directien.  Consider adding Madera County dense fog 1o lhe situation. inthe 2018-19
school year, there were three {3} one hour bus delays and two (2}hour bus delays

AR EERIEY EQUAL OPPORTLNIPY EMPLGYER | MARYANNE PARREIRA
. . . . ) Supcrintenderc/ Principat ‘ice Irincipel,/Cumjeulum Du{'%
California High-Speed Rail Authority Kugust 20
Page | 22-139
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due lo fog. Delays and cancellations would increase due to roads being biocked by
HSR tracks.

Due to an increage in time on the roads, qur districd must hire an additional driver to
transport students in a timely manner at an estimated cost of $25,000.00.

Averiue 31 is o road used regularly by emergency responders. With the rail impacting
this road In our district, there is potential delayed emergency response to our prmary
schoo! lucated on Avenua 21 and Road 4.

Economic

Economically, the displacement of prime farmiand will lead to the laes of agricultural
jobs which will lead to the loss of students attanding our schools. Farmers, laborers,
and empleyees of agriculture related jobs may relocate. in EIR 3.2-47, the disglacement
of regidential properies is anficipated to pegatively affect the Alview-Dairyland Union
School District dua to a decrease In school district attendance. Fifty-thres students
reside on or within ane-half mile of the Avenue 21 route. ECFF Funding equals
$9050.00 per student multiplied by 53 afferted students would indicate a loss of
revenue of $479,650 per year due to relocation of students. There are few suitable
residential properties in the schoo! attendance area for relocation.

Cumently, ADUSD enrolls 30 migrant studeris. A loss of attendance wouid generate a
$271,500 financial loss to the district,

A concem {o the district fs the loss of land value along the train's path. Potential buyers
will not be interesied in purchasing land near path of train. Less fam ground in
production equals less property tax. Less income tax dus to less acreage in production
trickles down 1o districts.

In 2018-18, ADUSD busses travaled 71,000 miles on home te school routes, An
estimated 25,000 addiflonal miles may be added due ib moad closures and turn-a-
rounds, Cument ransporiation costs are $4.30 per mile. An additional 25,000 miles
would add a cost of 107,500 to our already reduced home to school ransportation
budget.

Due to exceflent education benefits, small schoc! environment, and dedlealed
community, 145 [nter-district transfer students choose to attend our schools. A loss of
145 studenis due to road blockages, stc, could create a $1,312,250 loss to the district,

Emvironmental
Emvironmental impacts are many to this school district.

Moise- In EIR Section 3.4-Moise and Vibration, there is not adequate information
regarding the degree of noise impacting the Alview Elementary School. {This location

Sheila F'erry

Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

may be addressed in a future EIR working with the East-West routes through the
valley.) The map on page 3.4-15 Indicates the greatest declbel level due to high
speads. With high speed trains roaring along the tracks at reqular intervals one quarter
mils from the Alview School site, students may find a change in cutdoor schoaol events
la annual track and field days, award assembiies, jog-a-thons, and recesses. An
autistic: child that can't adjust to noise may need to he moved to a new school at
district's axpense. There are no additional grade levels in this district so sludent’s
closest school to attend would be at a minimum of ten miles away. Coasts to the district
could be as low as 40 miles round trip @ $.98 per mile = $23,20/day or $4,178.00 per
year if transported by the parent or much higher if district must use a school bus and
driver to transport studant.

Vibration- Alview School classrooms may find disruption each time a train passes and
polertial damage {o buildings and wells,

Oustiair Quality- Dust causes ilinesses such as Asthma and Valley Fever. Wa cumenily
have 20 students identified with asthma. The tahle in EIR 3.12-57 fails to fully
acknowledge the significance of air quslity and impacts of dust emissions as a train
travels at high speeds along the carridar,

Loss of historical way of life- This schoal district was eslablished in 1915 and school
began in a house unlil a bond passed for & two room school to be built. This district has
tremendous community pride with parents moving into the district to educate their
children at the school where they were educated.

Division of cammunfty- The HSR Avenue 21 route would bizect district. If ADUSD were
t disband due to HSR, there is no surmounding districl nearby to absoarb students.

Lack of funding to complate project- Costs to complets this project increase by the day.
Due to Calfornia having 2 weak economy and a rail with no private funds, this project
needs to ba delayad or discontinued untll all negative aspects are addressed.

Pleage consider these lasues and concerns when choosing the Mercsd-Fresno Central
Valley Wye route. The negative safety, ecanomic and enviropmenlal impacls are of dire
consequance to the Alview-Dairyland Union School District.

Sincerely,

Superintendent/Pri
Alview-Dairyland USD

August 2020 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL
POSSIBLE IMPACTS TO:
ALVIEW-DAIRYLAND UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Economic;

Loss of Apriculture Jobs:
» Less farm ground in production equals less farm laborers

Loss of Agriculture Related Jobs:
s {ustom operators with employees residing in district would be reduced

Loss of Land Value:
«  People will move away from path of train

« Potential buyers will not be interasted in purchasing land near path of train

Tax Base Loss to School;

e« Lass farm ground in production equals less property taxes
s Llessincormne tax due to less acreage in production — trickles down to districts

Schoo! bus fuel costs for increased route miles:

s 71,000 miles driven per year, estimated 25,000 additional miles added ta increase mute
multiplied by 54 30/mile = 5107,500 additional dollars for increased mileage

Bus turn-arounds:

»  Extremely dangerous!! In the 20138-1% school yoar there were three (3] onc hour bus
delays and twa {2} two hour bus delays for the morning routes, due to fog

= Delays and cancellations would increase due to roads being blocked by the HSR tracks

s Additional time for route equals additional dollars needed for transportation budget
that has already been cut by state

Loss af ADA,
#  Fifty-three (53} students reside on or within one-half mile of the Avenee 21 route, LCFF

funding = % 5050.00 per student multiplied by 53 affecled students ks $479,650.00 loss
of revenue due to relocation of these students.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

More wells will be needed for water:

«  Drilling of mere irrigation wells due to irrigation system displacerment
«  Couid lower water table and quality of water at school sites

Loss of Inter-District Student ADA:

« Currently have 145 Inter-district students coming in to our district, times $3050.00 per
student equals $1,312,250.00 |oss to district

Environmental:

Noise:
s One-fourth {1/4) mile from Alview School
«  Autistic child that can’t adjust to naise and therefora must be movad to a new schoof
program at our district’s expense is — 40 miles round trip @ $.58 per mile = $23.20/day

times 180 school days per year = 54,176.00 if transported by parent. |f transported by
district the cost increases to 530,794.40 as cost per mile would be 54.277.

Vibration:

e Classroom disruptian each time a train passes
¢ Damage ta buildings and wells

Dust/Air guality:

¢ Dust causes illnesses such as Asthma/Valley Fever. We currently have 20 students with
asthma

Loss of historical way of life:

+ Schoot District was estabfished in 1915 and school began in a house until 8 bond passed
for a two room schaaol to ke built. Tremendous community pride in this district.

Change in school environment:

e Restructuring is not possible. There is no extra classroom space at other site {Dairyland}
to hause Alview Students.
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Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

Change in outdoor school events:
Lack of funding for the complete profect:

s Track and Field Days, Jog-a-thon, pumpkin patch, awards assemblies, and recasses are

all held outdoors during goeod weather and would be jeopardized. » Costs to camplete this project increase by the day
. » Increase of electricity usage for train can utilize more than the grid can currently
Migrant students: praduce. Where iz maney for more elactricity production?

» Potential loss of 30 migrant students valued at $271,500

Dhvision of community:

+ Train bisects district. If ADUSD were to disband due to H5R, surrounding districts would
not be able to absorb students.

SAFETY:

Dalayed emergency response:

» Delayed emergency response. Avenue 21 is the only thraugh avenue from Read 1to
Road 16 in this district.

Road closures:

* Must hire additional driver to transpart studants in a timely manner at an cstimated
cost of 525,000.00 for driver anly

Bus turn-a-rounds in fogfweather:
* Extremelvy dangerousi! In the 201B-19 schoal year there were three (3] one hour bus
delays and two {2} two hour bus dedays for the morning routes, due to fog
s Delays and cancellations would increase due to roads being blocked by the H5R tracks
» Backing up busses creates dangerous visibility prablem

Overpasses:

*  Restricted visibility at the arch of each overpass. Weathear conditions, fog, raln will
increase danger

»  Width of overpass would have to accommodate transporling large farm aguipment to
aliow passage of bus
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Response to Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019)

263-348

The comment is noted. The Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye Alternative was not identified as
the Preferred Altemative. The Preferred Altemative (SR 152 [North] to Road 11) would
avoid or minimize most effects on the properties of the Alview-Dairyland Union School
District.

263-349
The Preferred Alternative, SR 152 (North) to Road 11 Wye Alternative, would not close
Avenue 21.

There would be an SR 152 overpass and interchange at Road 9 and an SR 152
underpass and interchange at Road 16, allowing access to SR 152 and areas north and
south of the highway.

As discussed in Impact TR#13, any permanent impacts on school bus routes resulting
from road closures would be identified in the final design, allowing schools enough time
to evaluate existing routes and make any necessary adjustments.

263-350

The transportation impact analysis was completed for the current (15 percent) level of
design; final design of the roadways and overpasses will occur at a later stage in the
process (refer to Section 3.2 4.3, page 3.2-13). The comments on overpass widths and
safety are noted.

As discussed in Impact TR#13, any permanent impacts on school bus routes resulting
from road closures would be identified in the final design, allowing schools enough time
to evaluate existing routes and make any necessary adjustments. Based on the current
preliminary design, the greatest out-of-direction travel distance for school buses would
be 3.1 miles under each of the Central Valley Wye altematives. This represents an
approximate 10 percent increase in travel distance compared with the total average
round-trip distance (2535 miles) for the bus routes.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

263-351

Section 3.11.6.3 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS provides an analysis of temporary,
permanent, and continuous interference with emergency response times for each of the
Central Valley Wye alternatives (refer to Impact SS#1, Impact SS#2, and Impact SS#8).
Sufficient access would be provided, and none of the altematives would be expected to
affect the ability of local jurisdictions to meet response time goals, affect service ratios,
or affect other performance objectives for emergency services. Grade-separated
interchanges proposed as part of the Central Valley Wye altemnatives would provide a
benefit by reducing traffic delay at current at-grade intersections and would provide
direct access for emergency responders across the HSR right-of-way. Considering both
the changes in the traffic circulation patterns because of road closures and the
construction of new grade-separated interchanges, the Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye
Altemnative would have the least potential to reduce the ability of emergency service
providers to access residences, businesses, and industrial facilities.
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Response to Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

263-352

The commenter notes that loss of employment will reduce the number of students
attending schools within the district and therefore reduce school district funding levels.
The Authority acknowledges that construction and operation of the Central Valley Wye
altemnatives could result in a small decrease in agriculture-related employment. As
described in Impact SO#14, Permanent Impacts on the Agricultural Economy, on pages
3.12-61 through 3.12-63 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the conversion of
agricultural land uses would affect agriculture-related employment, affecting between 77
and 86 employees and reducing employment within the entirety of the study area, only a
portion of which covers the Alview-Dairyland Union School District. The greatest job
losses would occur under the SR 152 (North) to Road 19 Wye Alternative; the fewest
would occur under the SR 152 (North) to Road 11 Wye Altemative, which is the
Authority’s Preferred Alternative. However, the comment suggests that all 30 migrant
students in the school district would be displaced and therefore would withdraw from the
school district without providing factual evidence to support the claim.

Not everyone whose employment would be affected lives within the boundaries of the
school district. As for those who do reside within the district, not all would relocate to
another area and withdraw their students from schools.

The suggestion in the comment that all 53 students within 0.5 mile of the Avenue 21 to
Road 13 Wye Alternative would be displaced and therefore would withdraw from the
school district is similarly unfounded. Only those residences within the project footprint
would be subject to direct displacement from construction of the Avenue 21 to Road 13
Wye Alternative. Furthermore, as described in Impact SO#3, Displacements and
Relocations of Residences, on pages 3.12-45 through 3.12-48 of the Draft Supplemental
EIR/EIS, displaced residents would be relocated to replacement housing, in accordance
with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act (SO-
IAMF#2). It is speculative to assume that all those displaced by construction of the
Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye Altemative, should it be selected for construction, would
relocate outside the boundaries of the school district.

August 2020

263-353

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 362, regarding the loss
of property tax revenues.

The comment asserts that potential buyers would not be interested in purchasing land
near the path of the train. Although this may be true for some prospective property
owners who constructed residences in the absence of the HSR project but are no longer
interested in constructing such land uses near the HSR corridor because of noise and
aesthetic concems, the high value and productivity of agricultural land in the Central
Valley would not be affected by such aesthetic and noise concems. Therefore, the sale
of agricultural farmland near or adjacent to the HSR corridor is anticipated to be
unaffected by the Central Valley Wye alternatives once constructed.

263-354

As discussed in Impact TR#13, any permanent impacts on school bus routes resulting
from road closures would be identified in the final design, allowing schools enough time
to evaluate existing routes and make any necessary adjustments. Based on the current
preliminary design, the greatest out-of-direction travel distance for school buses would
be 3.1 miles under each of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. This represents an
approximate 10 percent increase in travel distance compared with the total average
round-trip distance (25—35 miles) for the bus routes.
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Response to Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

263-355

Of the two schools in the Alview-Dairyland Union School District, Alview Elementary
School is approximately 2,000 feet south of potential roadway changes associated with
the Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye Alternative, and Dairyland Elementary School is
approximately 2 miles south of roadway changes associated with that same alternative.
These schools are approximately 2 miles and 4 miles south, respectively, of roadway
changes associated with the three SR 152 (North) wye alternatives, one of which (SR
152 [North] to Road 11) has been identified as the Preferred Alternative. The comment
appears to suggest, without providing evidence, that roadway changes associated with
the Central Valley Wye altemnatives could disrupt access to the schools and students
would no longer be able to attend, resulting in a loss of funds.

As described in Impact TR#16, Temporary Impacts on School Bus Routes, on page
3.2-46 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, construction of the Avenue 21 to Road 13
Wye Alternative would not directly affect Alview Elementary School routes. Although not
specifically referenced in this analysis because of the distance (approximately 2 miles
south of the nearest Central Valley Wye alternative), construction of this alternative
would also not directly affect school bus routes for Dairyland Elementary School.

As further described on page 3.2-46 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, temporary lane
or road closures, as well as detours that might be necessary during construction within
or along the public right-of-way, would result in minor delays for the motoring public,
including school buses. Although school bus routes could be temporarily detoured
during construction activities, alternative access routes would continue to be provided as
a provision of the Construction Transportation Plan (TR-IAMF#2). TR-IAMF#2 identifies
when and where temporary closures and detours would occur, with the goal of
maintaining traffic flow, especially during peak travel periods and during school hours.
Detour routes would be finalized by the contractor during final project design. Advance
notification regarding construction activities would be provided to local school districts,
and traffic control would be rigorously maintained at all school bus loading zones.
Finally, any damage to public roads would be repaired by the contractor, benefiting the
school buses that use them (TR-IAMF#1).

Impact TR#17, Permanent Impacts on School Bus Routes, on page 3.2-47 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS, notes that any permanent school bus route changes required by
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263-355

road closures associated with the Central Valley Wye alternatives would be identified as
the final design for the alternatives is completed, allowing schools enough time to
evaluate their existing routes and make any necessary adjustments. Based on the
current 15 percent level of design (Authority 2016), the maximum out-of-direction travel
distance for school buses is anticipated to be 3.1 miles under each of the Central Valley
Wye alternatives. This represents an approximate 10 percent increase in travel distance
compared with the total average round-trip distance of the bus routes (25-35 miles).
This level of change is not expected to result in long detours and therefore is not
anticipated to discourage students from attending any of the schools in the study area,
including those within the Alview-Dairyland Union School District.

263-356

The closest alternative would be 0.5 mile from Alview Elementary School, and noise and
vibration from the project would be negligible.

263-357

The closest altemative is 0.5 mile from Alview Elementary School, and noise and
vibration from the project would be negligible. Typically, only vibrations caused by
earthquakes have the potential to affect water wells. This is because an earthquake can
shift the well pipe at its connecting joints or break the pipe welding at the connecting
joints. Because vibration from trains can only travel efficiently along the ground surface,
trains are typically not capable of generating sufficient vibration to dislocate the well

pipe.
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Response to Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

263-358

A detailed discussion of wind-induced dust related to HSR travel was provided in the
Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS on page 3.14-27, under the subheading Impact AG#T:
Wind-Induced Effects. As discussed therein, “.._.an HSR train traveling at 220 mph would
generate a wind gust up to 22 mph lasting less than 1 second at a distance of
approximately 10 feet from the train tracks. Wind speed is estimated at approximately 3
mph at the edge of the HSR right-of-way.” As stated on page 3.3-35 under the
subheading Meteorological Conditions, mean wind speeds in the project vicinity typically
range from 5 to 8 miles per hour. Given that train-induced wind speeds would be less
than the mean ambient wind speed at the edge of the HSR nght-of-way, impacts related
to train-induced fugitive dust generation would be less than significant.

With respect to Valley Fever, this is typically a concem during project construction,
during periods of temporary soil disruption. The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS covers this
topic on page 3.11-37, under the subheading Impact SS#7: Temporary Exposure to
Valley Fever. As discussed therein, several safeguards would be implemented to
prevent the spread of Valley Fever. These safeguards include development of a fugitive
dust control and Valley Fever action plan, outreach and coordination with California
Department of Public Health, and coordination with county departments, among other
measures. These measures would be effective in avoiding increasing the exposure risk
of the public or construction workers to Valley Fever for all altematives. Potential
impacts would be less than significant.

263-359

The comment does not raise an environmental issue.

August 2020

263-360

The comment suggests that the Central Valley Wye alternatives would bisect the district
and cause it to “disband,” without evidence.

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 355, which pertains to
disruptions along school bus routes that serve the schools in the Alview-Dairyland Union
School District. As noted in the response, construction and operation of the Central
Valley Wye alternatives would not obstruct or preclude access to the schools in this
district. Similarly, access for parents, teachers, other individuals, and organizations that
need to access these schools would be maintained during construction and operation of
the Central Valley Wye alternatives, although they could be subject to detours of up to
3.1 miles. The Authonty anticipates that the effects would not meaningfully alter student
enroliment or the ability of individuals to access the schools and therefore would not
impair the ability of the schools to function.

263-361

The comment stating opposition to the project is noted. The commenter is invited to
review the 2019 Project Update Report conceming the Authority’s position regarding
long-term financing of the project.

Please refer to:

Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-1: Oppose HSR Project
Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-3: Funding and Project Costs
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263-362

The commenter notes that employment losses and decreased tax revenues will affect
school district funding levels. The Authonty acknowledges that construction and
operation of the Central Valley Wye altematives could result in a small decrease in
agriculture-related employment and property tax revenues. As described in Impact
SO#14, Permanent Impacts on the Agricultural Economy, on pages 3.12-61 through
3.12-63 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the conversion of agricultural land uses
would result in an impact on agricultural employment (affecting between 77 and 86
employees). The greatest job losses would occur under the SR 152 (North) to Road 19
Wye Alternative; the fewest would occur under the SR 152 (North) to Road 11 Wye
Altemative, which is the Authority’s Preferred Altemative.

As described in Impact SO#15, Permanent Impacts on County and City Property Tax
Revenues from Property Acquisition, on pages 3.12-63 and 3.12-64, and Impact SO#21,
Permanent Impacts on County and City Property Tax Revenues from Changes in
Property Values, on pages 3.12-69 and 3.12-70 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the
Authority acknowledges that there would be some decrease in property tax revenues as
a result of construction of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. However, the loss would
represent only a small percentage of the total tax revenues collected by the counties. In
addition, the loss in property tax revenues would be partially offset by anticipated
increases in sales tax revenues (described in Impact SO#22, Permanent Impacts on
Sales Tax Revenues, on page 3.12-70 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS).
Furthermore, as described on page D-11 in Appendix 3.12-D, Economic Effects on
School Districts, of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the Central Valley Wye alternatives
would create employment and business opportunities and attract higher-wage jobs
across the region compared with the No Project Alternative. Although the Central Valley
Wye alternatives would raise projected employment growth only slightly, just beyond the
growth planned for under the No Project Altemative, project-induced growth would
increase the population, which would increase the number of students in the school
districts and provide new sources of property tax revenue, thereby benefitting the school
districts in the resource study area. Furthermore, the potential exists for the Central
Valley Wye alternatives to increase the property tax base by increasing property values
in the region. As described on page D-11 in Appendix 3.12-D, Economic Effects on
School Districts, of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, although these values cannot be
quantified, the values of residential and commercial properties could increase as a result
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263-362

of the Central Valley Wye altematives because the HSR system would improve access
to and from the area.

263-363

The commenter provides a rough calculation regarding increased fuel costs, based on a
purported increase in the number of miles driven per year, but provides no evidence for
how these additional miles were calculated. As described on pages D-12 through D-15
in Appendix 3.12-D, Economic Effects on School Districts, of the Draft Supplemental
EIR/EIS, construction of the Central Valley Wye alternatives would result in some out-of-
direction travel on some routes because of road closures; however, the maximum out-
of-direction travel distance is anticipated to be 3.1 miles. This is not anticipated to result
in long detours, and the Authority will work with local jurisdictions to provide additional
access, as needed.

263-364

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS considers visibility and accident risk associated with
dense fog in the Central Valley, especially in the winter months (please refer to Section
3.11.6.3, Impact SS#5).

263-365

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 352.
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Response to Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

263-366

As stated in the discussion of Impact HYD#5 in Section 3.8, Hydrology and Water
Resources, the Central Valley Wye altematives would require the implementation of
GEO-IAMF#1, which would require monitoring and controlling the amount of
groundwater withdrawal during construction. If groundwater withdrawals are required
and levels are changing, then GEO-IAMF#1 requires the contractor to reinject water
based on site-specific conditions to protect groundwater levels and supply, and to
maintain groundwater quality and ground surface conditions. If a slurry is used as part of
the drilling method, any groundwater encountered would be removed and disposed of
along with the drilling slurry.

The constructed features proposed for the Central Valley Wye alternatives are very
small relative to the size of the groundwater basins, and—because permanent
stormwater recharge features are included in the design of the Central Valley Wye
alternatives—it is anticipated that the natural recharge rates of the affected groundwater
zones would reestablish following the completion of construction. The temporary effects
would be approximately the same for all four Central Valley Wye alternatives.

Groundwater levels in the project footprints of the Central Valley Wye alternatives are
generally deeper than anticipated excavation depths. Typical track, substation, and
switching station construction would remain on the surface and may go 1 to 2 feet below
the surface for clearing and grading. Auguring, varying from depths of approximately 6
to 24 feet, would be required for installation of structures associated with network
upgrades and tie-lines. The SR 152 (North) to Road 19 Wye Alternative is the only
Central Valley Wye alternative with a tunnel section. The tunnel section under SR 99
would be up to 60 feet deep, including subgrade. This alternative, however, has not
been identified as the Preferred Alternative.

The commenter cites the potential for displaced imigation systems to trigger the need
for new wells and in tum lowered groundwater volumes. Any new wells displaced as a
result of the project would be expected to draw on the same groundwater resources and
therefore would result in no net increase on groundwater withdrawal.

Please also refer to the discussion of Impact HYD#5 regarding the less-than-significant
potential for any effects on groundwater quality.

August 2020

263-366

In all, the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS found no significant effect related to
groundwater.

263-367

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 355.

263-368

The closest altemative is 0.5 mile from Alview Elementary School, and noise and
vibration from the project would be negligible.

263-369

The closest alternative would be 0.5 mile from Alview Elementary School, and noise and
vibration from the project would be negligible.

Typically, only vibrations caused by earthquakes have the potential to affect water
wells. This is because an earthquake can shift the well pipe at its connecting joints or
break the pipe welding at the connecting joints. Because vibration from trains can only
travel efficiently along the ground surface, trains are typically not capable of generating
sufficient vibration to dislocate the well pipe.

263-370

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 358 above.

263-371
The comment does not raise an environmental issue.

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority

Page | 22-148

Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye Final Supplemental EIR/EIS



CALIFORNIA
High-Speed Roil Authority

Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 263 (Sheila Perry, Alview-Dairyland USD, June 5, 2019) - Continued

263-372

The comment seems to suggest that Alview Elementary School would be subject to
disruptions or closure as a result of construction of the Central Valley Wye alternatives.
The only impact on Alview Elementary School would be the temporary utility easement
on the school property for construction of the Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye Altemative, as
described on page F-10 in Appendix 3.12-F, Summary of Issues Affecting Schools, of
the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. This would be an aenal easement for relocating wood
poles and adjusting overhead electric lines. The school is adjacent to the last pole of the
proposed utility realignment. At that location, the work may include an additional down
guy or, at most, a new pole to adjust for the utility adjustments to the north. This work
would happen outside of the school property (at the location of the existing pole) and be
minimal. This school would not be affected by any of the three SR 152 (North) wye
alternatives, one of which (SR 152 (North) to Road 11) has been identified as the
Preferred Altemative.

In sum, should any of the Central Valley Wye alteratives be selected for construction,
no changes to the facilities at Alview Elementary School would be required, and
therefore, no displacement to students would occur.

263-373

The comment asserts that recreational activities at schools within the Alview-Dairyland
School District could be disrupted by operations of one of the Central Valley Wye
alternatives (Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye Alternative). As noted on page 3.15-16, the
environmental analysis of parks, recreation, and open space is focused on publicly
accessible areas. The play area at Alview Elementary School is within the resource
study area for the Avenue 21 to Road 13 Wye Alternative, but this play area is only for
school district use and is thus not considered a park, open space, or recreational facility
for purposes of this environmental analysis. Regarding the comment’s assertion that
outdoor school events “would be jeopardized” please refer to the responses to
submission MF2-263, comments 357, 368, and 369 conceming changes in noise at
Alview Elementary School. Please also note that Avenue 21 to Road 13 has not been
identified as the Preferred Altemnative; this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS identifies the SR
152 (North) to Road 11 Wye Altemative as the Preferred Alternative (please refer to
Chapter 8, Preferred Alternative).
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263-374

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 352.

263-375

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 360.

263-376

Section 3.11.6.3 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS provides an analysis of temporary,
permanent, and continuous interference with emergency response times for each of the
Central Valley Wye alternatives (please refer to ImpactSS#1, Impact SS#2, and Impact
SS#8). Sufficient access would be provided, and none of the alternatives would be
expected to affect the ability of local junsdictions to meet response time goals, affect
service ratios, or affect other performance objectives for emergency services. Grade-
separated interchanges proposed as part of the Central Valley Wye alternatives would
provide a benefit by reducing traffic delay at current at-grade intersections and would
provide direct access for emergency responders across the HSR right-of-way.
Considering both the changes in the traffic circulation patterns because of road closures
and the construction of new grade-separated interchanges, the Avenue 21 to Road 13
Wye Alternative would have the least potential to reduce the ability of emergency
service providers to access residences, businesses, and industrial facilities.

263-377

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-263, comment 363.

263-378

The Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS considers visibility and accident risk associated with
dense fog in the Central Valley, especially in the winter months (refer to Section
3.11.6.3, Impact SS#5).
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263-379

The transportation impact analysis was completed for the current preliminary (15
percent) level of design; final design for the roadways and overpasses will occur at a
later stage in the process (refer to Section 3.2 4 3, page 3.2-13). The comments on
overpass widths and safety concerns are noted.

263-380

Please refer to:
Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-1: Oppose HSR Project
Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-3: Funding and Project Costs
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