
SUSTAINABILITY 2022

GET THE FACTS:
C A L I F O R N I A  H I G H - S P E E D  R A I L

The California High-Speed Rail Authority is responsible for planning, designing, building and operating the first high-speed rail system 
in the nation. High-speed rail will connect California’s megaregions, starting with the Merced to Bakersfield line as the first part of a 

building block approach. This high-profile project has generated significant publicity, leading to speculation and rumor. It is important 
to separate fact from fiction.

Myth: Building High-Speed Rail Causes More  
Pollution Than it Will Save. 

Fact: 
Contract requirements dictate our construction sites have 
significantly better air quality than the California average. Our 
contractors use Tier 4 on- and off-road vehicles and technology to 
reduce nitrogen dioxide emissions. Our site emissions are 60% lower 
than the state average.

The Authority received the Envision Platinum rating  
from the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure, its  
highest-level award.

Myth: High-Speed Rail Causes Sprawl.

Fact: 
More than $10 million in funding has been awarded for station area 
planning efforts, which will help create thriving and sustainable 
station area districts.

Planning among key cities creates meaningful 
connections and economic oportunites.

Myth: High-Speed Rail Will be a Drain  
on the Power Grid.

Fact: 
The high-speed rail system will run on electricity supplied entirely 
from renewable sources. 

The Authority is committed to using 100% renewable 
energy to operate our trains and facilities.
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Myth: High-Speed Rail Does Nothing to Reduce  
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Now.

Fact: 
At this very moment, rail crossings throughout northern and 
southern California are being upgraded or eliminated. This reduces 
traffic congestion, improves safety and cuts GHG emissions from 
idling vehicles. A single rail crossing can cause up to 45 days of 
stopped traffic per year, which results in about 1,800 tons of GHG 
emissions annually.

Myth: Investing Cap-and-Trade Proceeds In  
High-Speed Rail Has Produced No Results.

Fact: 
Cap-and-Trade funding has helped spur nearly $4 billion of 
economic activity in disadvantaged communities and more than 
400 disadvantaged workers have been dispatched  to construction 
projects. Of the nearly 700 small businesses participating in the high-
speed rail program, 225 are Disadvantaged Business Enterprises. 
Almost 8,000 jobs have been created to work on building high-speed 
rail.

Myth: California Could Make Better  
Transportation Investments. 

Fact: 
Transportation accounts for the majority of emissions in California, 
and high-speed rail will help the state achieve its long-term climate 
goals by reducing transportation emissions. High-speed rail is a 
critical part of California’s sustainable transportation network. The 
goals of high-speed rail are reducing congestion and pollution while 
improving mobility and increasing access to jobs and affordable 
housing. As California’s population rises and our economy continues 
to grow, high-speed rail is the only mode that meets every one of 
these goals.

www.hsr.ca.gov | info@hsr.ca.gov

https://hsr.ca.gov/
https://twitter.com/cahsra
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaHighSpeedRail/
https://twitter.com/cahsra
https://twitter.com/cahsra
https://www.youtube.com/CAHighSpeedRail
https://www.instagram.com/cahsra/



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		GTF-Sustainability-051322-A11Y.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Jaime Santos

		Organization: 

		, IT / Multi Media




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 4

		Passed: 26

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Skipped		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
