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safe, advanced transit
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growth that maximizes ridership
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March 13, 2020

Mr. Lenny Mendonca, Chair
California High-Speed Rail Authority
770 L Street, Suite 620
Sacramento, CA 95814
info@hsr.ca.gov

Dear Chairman Mendonca:

As the California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) considers its 2020 Business
Plan, the Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors unanimously voted to ask that CHSRA
work with our state representatives to consider interim rail system improvements in
Southern California and the Bay Area along the proposed high-speed rail line to
create short-term and immediate benefits while continuing to pursue the long-term
vision of the system.

Eco-Rapid Transit is a Joint Powers Authority with 11 members (10 cities and the
Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority (Hollywood Burbank Airport) who work
together to improve transportation and connectivity through our cities. The corridor
is 40 miles long linking Hollywood Burbank Airport to Downtown Los Angeles and to
the city of Artesia. Attached is a map showing our corridor. It supports the creation
of more jobs and connects over 4 million underserved residents to the regional
transportation system.

We support recent proposals by Assembly Speaker Rendon and Assembly member
Friedman to fund interim rail system improvements that will create frequent, 125
mile per hour (with the potential to eventually travel over 180 miles per hour) at the
State's major population centers. Along our corridor, this will create express rail
service from Hollywood Burbank Airport to Downtown Union Station with potential
service in southeast Los Angeles on its way to Anaheim's ARTIC High Speed Rail
station by 2024.

It is essential to our region and economy that these improvements which improve
existing rail capacity and construct the Union Station run-through tracks be
implemented as soon as possible. For these reasons, the Eco-Rapid Transit Board of
Directors has taken a strong position to recommend that CHSRA work closely with
Speaker Rendon and Assembly member Friedman to consider a more comprehensive
approach to implement a high speed rail project that includes rail transit system
improvements in Southern California and the Bay Area while continuing high speed
rail construction in Central California. This maximizes future mobility and connections
for California while also meeting the needs of a corridor, such as ours, consisting of a
significant under-served population lacking rapid transportation options.
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